$ : 


- INTO THE | 


7 | 


c 


JW JUSTICE AND NECESSITY. 


. 
* 


\ . * 


. 


- 


WAR WITH FRANCE. 


A 


DECEMBER=—M,DCC,XCY,> - 


3 8 
ee eee — . 
2 as Ws pov Fond 


; 8 
£ 


Tar 


wenne AND NECESSITY 
I Revolution is a very remarkable aera in 


=. the hiſtory of Britain. It was abſolutely 
j neeeſſary at the time it happened, in order to pre- 
gſerve theſe kingdoms from being ſubjected to ab 


| folate ſeryitude, and to the groſſeſt errors and ſu- 
perſtitions of the Church of Rome. The Prince 
| who then fat upon the throne had imbibed the 


| moſt deteſtable dogmas and tenets of that Church, 


and had become a ſlave- to its doctrines, as they | 
were repreſented to, and inculcated upon 
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to the throne, the aſcendancy which Prieſts and 


Jeſuites had obtained over him, ſeemed to have 
totally deprived him of every degree of judgment 


and penetration, in ſo far as to render him blind 


and inſenſible to his own intereſt, and in the end 
to precipitate him into the moſt irrational and im- 
prudent conduct; the conſequence of which was the 
loſs of his crown. He entertained the ſame abſurd 
and ridiculous ideas of prerogative with his father 
and brother; and appeared by every ſtep of his 
conduct, to be determined to govern his kin gdoms 
upon the principles of the moſt abſolute civil and 
religious deſpotiſm. To preſerve the liberties of 


the country, it became on that account neceſſary 
to invite over King William, and to place him u- 


pon the throne; and without this ſtep the country 


at that time muſt have been enſlaved and ruined. 


Ir muſt have been extremely hard upon the in- 
Habitants of the country at this time, if the other 
powers and nations of Europe had combined and 
united their force, in order to ſuppreſs and extin- 
guiſh che liberties of Great Britain, and to pre- 
n of that ineſtimable freedom 
which they have enjoyed without - interruption 
| from that period. Let us now transfer our views 
from this country to the people of France : at DONG 


Ter 


time that Si Revolution happened, awd cond- 


der their fruation and circuraſtances vith the ſame 
1 candoue and impartiality. ES 


Tur 3 bad 8 As the « commence- 


ment of the reign of Louis XIV. under the molt 
abſolute civil tyranny, till the late Revolution, when 


they could have brought their King to conſent 


ſincerely tohave proper limitations and reſtrictions 
impoſed upon his authority ; but they ſuſpedted 


him of inſincerity in all his profeſſions, u- 
pon diſcoveries, I ſuppoſe, which led' them to 


think fo, and therefore cut off his head. In the 
ſame manner, the inſincerity of Charles I. of Great 
Britain in all his profeſſions, which the Parlia- 
ment had clearly detefted—the great duplicity of 
his character and conduct, which became evident 
and conſpieuous in all his negociations about peace, 

| making it unſafe, and indeed rendering it impoſ- 
_ {ible to place any confidence in him, rendered e- 
very treaty for accommodation ineffectual, and at 
length terminated in the ſame tragical manner. 
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they overturned at once their deſpotic Monarchi- 
cal Government, with a view of eſtabliſhing a 
Republic, or perhaps a limited Monarchy, if 
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Ar this time none of the nations of Europe 
confederated together in favour of Charles I. a- 
 gainſt the Engliſh Parliament and the Scots Co- 
venanters, in order to compel them to ſubmit 
to the abſolute dominion of this Prince; none 
of the Powers of Europe at that time enter: - 
' tained the abſurd idea of their having a right to 
dictate to this country, or to preſcribe to them 
the mode of government they muſt live under, 
upon expelling their Royal Family from the 
throne: Richlieu, then Miniſter to Louis XU 
endeavoured by private intrigues to foment and 


encourage the diſſentions prevailing in the coun- 


try, that he might not be interrupted by the in- 
terference of the Britiſh Government, in the ac- 


compliſhment of the meaſures which he had plan- 


ned upon the continent of Europe; but he did 5 


not pretend to declare war againſt the Engliſh 
Parliament or the Covenanters, in behalf of Charles; | 
notwithſtanding the near connection, by reaſon of 
his marriage, which then ſubſiſted between Charles 5 


and the French Court. 


IN the ſame manner we cannot avoid obſerving, - 


that at the Revolution, when James was deprived 


of his crown, no European nation ever dreamed 


of endeavouring by force of arms to reſtore nini ; 
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to his "iſe" Before he left this country, he 


had formed the cloſeſt connections with Louis 
XIV. to whom, had he remained upon the throne 


7 of Britain, he would have become a moſt abject 


and- convenient tool, in promoting his deſpotic 


plans and views of conqueſt upon the Continent: 
| Notwithſtanding that Louis muſt have been ſenfl- 


ble, what an uſeful ally James muſt have been to 


him, by his aſſiſtance in advancing his ambitious. 


ſchemes and unjuſt plans of conqueſt ; yet, (tho? he 
afforded him an aſylum in his dominions) he ne- 


ver attempted to declare war on his account againſt 
Britain, nor did he give him any effectual aid, in 


order to enable him to recover his crown. This 
will appear the more extraordinary, if we confiles 
the ſtrong reaſons which Louis had to oppoſe the 


Elevation of William to the Britiſh throne, who 


was then known to have conceived the moſt in- 2 


vincible averſion to France, in conſequence of | 
which, he was concerting plans and forming com- 
binations and confederacies of the European 
Powers, in order to attack her, which his being 
raiſed to the throne of Britain, enabled him to do 


with much greater effect; notwithſtanding all 
theſe ſtrong reaſons and motives to urge him, 


Louis, who was far from being ſcrupulous with 


regard 
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of ſuch a meaſure, . 
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which would probably have excited the Powers of 
Europe to afford their aſſiſtance to the 


. 5 7 4 1 


Ir it would have been repugnant to juſtice, to 
ve attacked Great Britain in the ſituation and 
circumſtances before mentioned, it is not eaſy to 
conceive, how 
engaged with France can be'termed juſt ; yet this 
epithet has always been applied to it by thoſe who 


4 


preſent war in which we are 


ve time to regulate and adjuſt | 
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© tution; This requires mature deliberation, and tinie 


and leiſure is undoubtedly neceſſary, that every 


ing relating to it may be ſettled and arranged in 
a proper manner. Accordingly, they did make 


the moſt earneſt applications to Great Britain, in 


' order to preſerve peace, and ſolicited their media - 


tion with other powers, to promote and facilitate 
pacific meaſures. It is ſcarce Paffible to thinks, 


that they could be inſincere in theſe applications, as 


peace at this time was ſo truly conducive to their 


| Intereſt. But theſe applications ſo far from being 

| liſtened to, were totally diſregarded by our Mini- 

ſters; and this country has been engaged in a ruin- 
ous war, contrary to its true and moſt eſſential in- 


tereſts. If it would have been unjuſt to have in- 


vaded Great Britain, at the time when ſhe was 
ſtruggling to preſerve her liberties, and to ſecure 
them from danger, in virtue of what right or title 
can we pretend to prevent the French from eſta- 


bliſhing in their country an equal and limited Go- 


vernment, ruled and regulated by juſt laws, in 
place of their former deſpotie Monarchy ? It wi 


not, perhaps, at once attain to this degree of per- 


fection, but, like other things, by flow and gradual 
progreſſions, may arrive at as great a degree of | 
perfection, as any human conſtitution is perhaps 
7 capable of attaining: To ſeem to envy the French | 


be A 


t 1 


4 that EN TI of that liberty, in confaqcitice of 
which we have enjoyed ſo many bleſſings, and a- 
mong the reſt an extenſive and flouriſhing com- 
merce, is what muſt reflect diſgrace upon the hiſto- 


ry of this period, and fix an indelible blot and ble- 
miſh upon the character of thoſe Miniſters wo 


could employ their influence i in making exertions 


to n and wir Il into > execution a ſo arp a 


| plan. 


Troven, from wh has been already oblerved, 
it muſt appear to be a clear and indiſputable point, 
that the preſent war cannot be eſteemed juſt, yet, 


i men have been much divided in their ſentiments, | 
at leaſt have pretended to be ſo, with regard both 
to the juſtice and neceſſity of it. Many men, how- 


ever, of real ability and deep penetration, have, 
after mature thought and deliberation, concluded 


it to be neither juſt nor neceſſary. It is, indeed, 
impoſſible to imagine, what men of profound ca- 
pacity, and great ingenuity will be able to ad- 
vance in behalf of any meaſure they have taken a 
reſolution to maintain, even though it ſhould be 
diſcovered to have no ſolid foundation in reaſon 
and good ſenſe. Many an ill grounded meaſure 
has often been made to appear to men, by no 


means . in reſpelt of talents, to be an 
1 object — 


objett of * by _ able _ genious arg 
ments which have been employed t to ſupport them. 
In the preſent caſe, it is certainly incumbent upon 
our Miniſters, to point out to the nation the 
grounds upon which they pretend to found the 
Jiuſtice of the war, as it is not eaſy to ſind out What 
title we can poſſibly have to tell the French, that 
they muſt continue to be ſubject to the arbitrary 
power of Monarchs; to preſume to dictate to 


the firſt nation in Europe, who are much farther 


| advanced i in all the arts of utility and refinement, 
and have made more conſiderable progreſs in eivi- 
 lity and ſcience, than any of the fei ighbouring 
ſtates, As the French. have been flouriſhing for 
| ſo long a time, in all the refinements of poliſhed 
ſociety, beyond any. other country in the world, 
they certainly ought to be allowed to change or 
reform their government accordin g to their own 
ideas, without any attempt being made, in order 
to hinder and defeat their intention, by other 
countries, who muſt be acknowledged to be ſo 
5 much their inferiors i in knowledge and in arts of 
every kind. It may, therefore, be reaſonably pre- 
_ ſumed, that, if any reaſons could have been diſco- 
vered in favour of the preſent war, the able men 
who have embarked the country in it, would, 
in their own Inltification have inſiſted * them. 
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The judgment that mankind in future ages muſt 


form of their probity andi integrity undoubtedly de- 
pends upon it. That the war is both juſt and 
neceſſary has been boldly maintained by Miniſters 


ir their ſpeeches, and likewiſe affirmed by Magi- 
ſtrates in their public advertiſements ; but they 


have wiſely avoided to ſupport their affirmations 
by any ſort of reaſoning, which muſt afford an ir- 
refragable proof to every reflecting n, that the : 
. meaſure cannot be PO” 


© OEM and confi affertions, with many peo- 
ple, ſupplies the place of reaſoning and argument; 2 
but men of real and extenſive knowledge are not 
to be ſatisfied in this manner: T hey can only yield 
their aſſent to ſolid reaſon and argument, which 
never can be advanced in | Juſtification of the hey 
fent war. e 
Tux deciſion, therefore, of this queſtion con- 
cerning the juſtice of the war, ſeems to depend 
on a very. plain, ſimple, and obvious propoſition, 
which, if our Miniſters can eſtabliſh, will certain 
ly intitle them to intermeddle in the affairs of, 
France, and to aſſiſt in directing the ſettlement of 
their Government. If they can convince men of 
een that the French have no right to over- 
turn 
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| turn their Gott; and to eſtabliſh. a diffe- | 
rent form, which they judge to be better adapted 
for promoting the true ends of government, with- 
out conſulting other countries, and receiving their 
conſent and approbation, in this caſe the war may 
be termed juſt. But this will be found to be a difſi- 
cult undertaking. Great Britain, and other 
ſtates, if it was their own caſe, would certainly 
diſſent from this propoſition, and aſ any other 
ſtate, who ſhould think proper to intermeddle in 
their affairs, what right they could pretend to | 
have in making oppoſition to their framing and 
modelling their conſtitution, agreeably to their 
own inclinations, and in ſuch manner as they - 
thought would moſt advance the happi neſs and in- 
tereſt of their own country. If we conſult the 
principles of natural law and of equity, France 
muſt certainly have an equal right with any other 
5 European ſtate, to change and to frame her con- 
ſtitution to her own mind. She is as free and in- 
+ dependent in this reſpect as Great Britain, or any 
other kingdom on the globe; and there does not 
appear to be any reaſon, why ſhe ſhould be ex- 
cluded from exerciſing this right, or why we 
ſhould pretend to have any juſt tittle to dictate to 
her, or to direct her with regard to the form of 


government ſhe is to live under. When Louis 
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be their King, or as having a. title te be fs * 


and applauſe. Let us judge with equal candour, _ 


„ 


Liv. on the death FP n e TUOETAY i 
to proclaim his ſon King of Great Britain, the 1 
country received this information with a proper 
ſpirit of reſentment; they conſidered it as the 
higheſt ſtrain of inſolence, and the greateſt inſult 
that could be offered to a free and independ- 
ent nation, to preſume to declare any perſon to 


— The Parliament, at the ſame time, preſented 

an addreſs to the King then upon the throne, 
94/ was couched in the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of 
attachment, and ſhewed a proper feeling and 
reſentment of ſuch groſs and affrontive uſage— 1 
This ſpirited behaviour in the Parliament and in 
the nation was certainly worthy of approbation 


when we conſider the ſituation of the French, and 1 
acknowledge with impartiality, that we can have 
no right to endeavour by force of arms to compel 
them to ſubmit again to Monarchical Govern - 
ment. Whatever our Miniſters may now pre- 
tend, it was evidently at firſt their determined re- 
ſolution to compel France to ſubmit to her form- | 
er government. This appeared clearly to have 
been their intention from the printed papers which, | 
they at firſt emitted, in which they declare, 7 
that the King, in the firſt place mall be. reſtored e 
to 


* 


— 


to his throne, without making any mention of Hl. 

mitations to be impoſed on the exerciſe of his 

Power. After he was reſtored, it cannot be ima» 

that he would have conſented to any reſtric- 

ee nor would the Powers who are confedera- 

ted with Great Britain in the war, have ever a- 
to any ſuch 


' Craners and revolutions of Government have 
ſometimes ha RC 


| mark above a century ago altered her form of Go- 


vernment: Sweden has undergone ſeveral changes 
of Government, from abſolute to limi and 
from limited to abſolute, without any other ſtate 
7 fing by force to obſtru& the change. In- 
| deed, no nation in Europe then thought or ima- 
gined chat they had any ri 
them in ſo doing. How the French ſhould be de- 
barred from exerciſing the fame natural liberty 
and power, or what ſhould give the other ſtates 
of Europe a right of 
which is net competent in 
or nations, is not very obvious. Even tho' we 
| ſhould ſuppoſe that ſome inconveniencies were 
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Ikety to ariſe to other nations, from their hits 
—_ ging their government, ſtill this could not juſtify” 
LL the interpoſition of other ſtates,” as they certainly 
1 5 buave a right to promote their own happineſs in 
= this reſpect, of which it is injuſtice to attempt to 
| | deprive them. A gentleman of land property 
would be extremely ſurpriſed if any of his neigh- 
bours ſhould oppoſe his making incloſures, or rai- 
N ing buildings upon his property, becauſe it might 
r | Hurt their views, or obſtruct ſome beautiful proſ- 
3 i | pect: He would certainly reply, that he had a 
right to the full and free uſe of his property, tho” 
it might a little incommode them. In the fame 
manner, the French have a right to advance their _ - 
own happineſs by eorrecting or altering their form 
or conſtitution of government, tho? it ſhould be i 
attended with ſome inconveniencies to other ſtates. 
But it will be ſhewn immediately, that this ap- 
| pears to be ſo far from being the caſe, that the 
1 reverſe is the moſt probable. We may conclude 
. 6 this branch of the argument concerning the juſtice 
7 bol the war with obſerving, that the ſole reaſon 
1K: | and motive of it appears clearly to ariſe from no- 
2 i | | Us thing but the dread and terror which has been 
ol „„ produced in the minds of the other Princes of 
Europe, that their ſubjects might perhaps imitate 
the example. But ſuch a motive can never jus. 
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| yo our Miniſters in, joining in m war. It is 
A adverſe to every principle of reaſon to maintain, , 
that the terror and apprehenſion of any Sove- 
reigns leſt they ſhould loſe their power, can ju- 
1 ſtify Miniſters in engaging a country, not only in 
an unjuſt war, but in a war from which the great- 
eſt detriment and hurt muſt flow to the moſt ma- 
. terial en of the en iy 


Taz 3 of Miniſters on many occaſions 


td engage this country unneceſſarily and without 
ED juſt cauſe in war, has appeared very ſtrongly ſince 


the Revolution. Ihe little benefit which Great 
Britain has reaped from theſe wars, and the evi- 
dent loſs and irreparable damage which the coun- 
try has ſuſtained by them, is ſo flagrant and in- 
conteſtible, that it muſt aſtoniſh every perſon of 
probity and honeſt principles, what could induce 
Miniſters to embark the country in connections ſo 
ruinous and deſtructive. In order to obtain a 
clear preception of the great abſurdity of our ex- 
tenſive continental engagements, and the unlimit- 
ed expence with which they are connected, it 
is, in the firſt place, neceſſary to diſcover, and 


a ſhortly to explain, wherein the true and real i in- 


tereſt, of Great Britain conſiſts. Let us attend 
then to its ſituation as an iſland, which is ſurround- 
NR 1-- 
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_ undoubtedly point out its true intereſt to its in- 8 8 
habitants. Its climate and foil are fuch, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome inconveniencies and difadvantages, 
as wotild be fully ſufficient to provide its inhabi- 


tants amply with all the neceffaries and conve- 
niencies of life. A proper attention to agriculture 
and paſturage would farnifh ſufficient materials 


for this purpoſe, without engaging in, or culti- 


vating commercial arts of any kind; and, I believe, 


I commit no miſtake when I aver, that agrieul- 


dure, both in theory and praktiee, has been as 


much improved in this iſland as in any country on 
the globe. Many excellent books and eſſays on 


the ſubje& have been publiſhed, and the methods 
therein laid down for the culture of lands, Rave 
been carried into execution with great application 25 
and induſtry, and with ſuĩtable ſueceſs; by which 
means we are plentifully furniſned with every ne- 
ceſſary and many of the conveniencies of life 
But no country, tho? it ſhould produce the neceſſa- 


ries of life in the greateſt abundance, can ſuppreſs. 


or extinguiſh the deſires which its inhabitants 
muſt feel of enjoying the productions of other cli· 


mates. This iſland affords many materials which, 


; by the hand of induſtry, may be worked up and > 
7 manufactured in many different ſhapes, ak when _ 


they 
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| 1 Sita the induſtrious and- Bot” n 


tion of theſe different branches, are evidently 


wealth and opulence at home, and power and in- 


fluence abroad; and this we find has been the 


conſequence, and has enabled us to make greater 


efforts than any of the countries which ſurround 
us, and a much greater figure in all the principal 
tranſactions of Europe. Having diſcovered the 
true intereſt of Britain to conſiſt in cultivating a- 
griculture, manufactures: and commeree, the ob- 


vious concluſion muſt be, that every plan of con- 


duct which is adverſe to theſe improvements ought 


to be carefully avoided. Theſe different intereſts, 


which are ſo eſſential to the proſperity of Britain, 
are moſt ſeverely wounded and materially injured 


by entering into war; the hands which would be 


employed in huſbandry, in manufai tures, and in 
trade, are carried away to the army and navy; 


but the abſurd. practice of giving ſubſidies to fo- 
reign Princes, to induce them to defend the con- 


ſtitution and liberties of their own country, is in- 


; expreſſibly rediculous. It has been often obſer- 


ved, and I believe juſtly, that the Spaniards have 
long ſuffered the gold and filver of Mexico and 
Peru to be carried away from them by foreign 


nations, from their adhering with obſtinacy to er- 
poneous maxims. * not the ſame cenſure, 


with 


1 1 


1 ith onal juſtice to be Mes to us, who ſuf- 
fer the emoluments ariſing from our trade to be 


beſtowed in order to enrich foreign Princes. Be- 


fore the acceſſion of King William to the Britiſh 
| throne, the Princes and States of Germany en- 

gaged in defence of the liberties and conſtitution _ 
of their own country, without being hired and 


paid by Great Britain for this purpoſe; but the 
cẽaſe is now altered they have from this period 


been accuſtomed to receive regular ſubſidies, to 


induce them to enter upon their own defence, 


and will not move a ſtep in favour of their own 
country and its liberties n a F gra- 
tification. 5 4 ee 


— 


W 


Twavont it cannot be denied that war ſtrikes at 
the very foundation of our proſperity, yet few 
rules ean be laid down in ſuch general terms as to 
| exclude all exceptions. It is not meant to be 


maintained, that this rule ought to obtain in e- 
very caſe—defenſive wars, undoubtedly, fall un- 


der the exceptions, and muſt be allowed to be ne- 
ceſſary; but this rule of judgment will, upon the 
ſtricteſt inveſtigation, be found inapplicable to 
moſt of the wars which our Miniſters have enga- 
5 ged us in from the Revolution. 
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by) TSI wars have 5 les and canied | 
on entirely in the defence of Continental Princes, 
in which we have with the moſt irrational pat 
ence, not only ſubmitted to ſquander away the 
riches ariſing from the great profits of our trade, 
but, with unparalelled inſanity and folly, have 
burdened and oppreſſed our conntry with an enor- 
mous debt, which muſt hang heavy on the wheels 
of trade, to which if no ſtop can be put, the 
country muſt in the end be ruined by it. If theſe 
gentlemen were to be aſked, what real and ſolid 5 
advantage could be derived to a country, the pro- 
pperity of which depends on commerce and manu 
factures, from the many continental wars in 
which it has been envolved ſince the above-men- | 
tioned period, they would certainly be very 
much puzzled to give an anſwer 3 I mean any 20 
ſwer that would convey ſolid ſatisfaction and con- 
viction to a fair and impartial mind. On the © o- 
cher hand, it muſt appear obvious, that to a coun- 
try whoſe flouriſhing ſtate depends on trade, no⸗ 
thing can be more repugnant to, or more detri- 
mental to its real intereſt and welfare, than the 
| Interruption. of its commerce, the hurting of its | 
{ manufactures, the ſquandering away the profits a- 
ail 8 from its trade, . contracting an enor- 
; „„ WY mous 


N 


- 


tt 4 Ip 
| ons loa of devs which it never can have any | 


4 1 


* 
* — 


Tas conſequences that maſt enideaay proceed | | 


from this, are heavy taxes and oppreſſive impoſi- 
| Lions, which will continue to diſtrefs us while we 
remain a nation; to which may be added, as a na- 


tural corolfary, heightening the price of labour, by | 


which foreigners maſt be enabled to underſel us 
in foreign markets. What is this but ſtriking at 
the very ſource of our well-being and proſperity, 
and fapping the very foundations of our national 
wealth and riches ? Alt this has been done, and 
the ſame meafures {till continue to be purfued ; 


nor can any remonſtrances, or the ſtrongeſt rea- 


| Tons that have been again and again urged, and 


repeated both in Parliament and in different publi- 


_ eations, avail in putting a ſtop to a conduR, ſo e- 
 vidently- ruinous to a great and flouriſhing king 
e 


Tux late Lord chien who was fo jultly and 


eminently. diſtinguiſhed by the ſtrength and force 


of his oratorial talents, declaimed, with the greateſt 
ſtrength of reaſoning, and the utmoſt force of elo- 
_ quence, againft our engaging in German wars; 


and in his ſpeeches pointed out, and demonſtrated 
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5 ö with the Neat 3 the aburdty and fu- 


tility of this conduct; but no ſooner was he taken 


into the ſervice of Government, than he immedi- - 


ately changed his tone, and em ployed the whole 


force ef his eloquence and uncommon abilities, in 
maintaining the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion. 
The preſent - Miniſter is endued with. ſimilar ac- 
compliſhments. He excells in a clear, manly, and - 


perſuaſive method of reaſoning, joined to an elo- 
cution that is correct and elegant. In the begin- a 
ning of life he ated upon principles totally different 
from thoſe which he has embraced in his more ma- 


| ture age, and by which he profeſſes to regulate 


his conduct at preſent ; from which it is evident, l 
that he is by no means deficient in the ſame verſa- 


tile talents which generally diſtinguiſh every poli- 15 


tical character. Is it poſlible for any perſon, hows 


ever inclinable he may be to put favourable inter- 
pretations on mens actions, to juſtify ſuch a verſa- 


tile behaviour? It is impoſſible to aſcribe it to 


change of opinion. If a Judge on any of the 
| benches of the Courts of Juſtice, was thus to aban« 


don his principles, and ſometimes to argue in one 
way and. ſometimes i in another, as it tended to 


promote the intereſt of particular parties in a 


cauſe, he would i incur a moſt. deteſtable character, 
and be elteemed an unfair and unjuſt 


＋ 1 


ances who, nals act in this manner in any deals. 
| ings and tranſactions in private life with his neigh- ; 
| bours, would be regarded as void of probity, and. 
unworthy to be relied on or truſted. Is this rea- 
ly the caſe? And ſhall a man who has acted in 


this manner, where the intereſts of a whole com- 


munity are concerned, who has changed prin- 
ciples, and adopted a new mode of conduct, to ad- 
vance his own views of private intereſt at the ex- 
pence of his country — ſhall this man eſcape cen- 
ſure, nay come off with eclat, while the other is 
reprobated and condemned univerſally ? Certain- 
ly it ought not to be the caſe. The conduct of 
the Miniſter muſt be much more criminal, as it in- 
volves the welfare of the whole community, while 


the other i is confined to the intereſts of pn Pits 


18 
hs hs: many Arſon wars in hs we — 
been engaged, many plauſible arguments have : 
been urged by Adminiſtration to juſtify their con- 
duct, but they have been demonſtrated to be en · 
tirely groundleſs, and the futility of their reaſon 
ings has been often expoſed by thoſe in oppoſi- 
tion. Germany is a country more populous than 
France, and, if the Princes were to unite, would be 
Bile to bring mary, ns forces i into heel 
I-7 -- 55 "mp 95 


it 
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They are able to defend themſelves without re- 
ceiving any aid or aſſiſtance from Britain, and they 
. would do it if left to themſelves. But fince the 


Revolution, it has been the uniform conduct of 


Miniſters to involve this country in every Conti- 
nental war, and to take the lead in them, by gi- 
ving ſubſidies to theſe Princes for bringing their 
forces into the field, in order to fight for 'them- 


ſelves, and i in defence of their own poſſeſſions, — 
What good or ſound policy could require this, or 


how it could ever be juſtly eſteemed to redound to 
the N of this ee is not eaſily under q 
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| Ir] is, in n truth, a very melancholy refltion; and 7 
what muſt fincerely afflict every virtuous: mind, to 
obſerve with what facility the moſt corrupt Mini- 


ſters have been able to procure a maj ority in Parlia- 


ment, to approve of their meaſures, and to ſupport 


them in the purſuit of them, though. their evident 


tendency is to bring diſtreſs and ruin upon the 


country. It might be expected that the Houſe of 
Commons would ſometimes reſtrain the Miniſter 


and controul his actions, when he 1s purſuing 
ſchemes which do not coincide with the true in- 


tereſt of the country. The meaſures which are 
adopted are aſeribed to the Houſe, as they cannot 


ik I 


e be 


* NJ] 


| be 9 into 3 DA their ſanction 


and approbation. In the ſuperior wiſdom of this 


| Houſe, the country juſtly thinks they may ſafely 
 confide; yet, unfortunately. for the country, it is 
Hot always the Houſe which checks the Miniſter : 
and directs his actions. The Miniſter ſomehow ac- 
. quires influence ſufficient to defeat the moſt ſalu- 
tary intentions of the Houſe, and to draw them g 
to approve of his meaſures. The great powers of 
elocution, which a Firſt Miniſter is generally en- 
dued with, can ſcarcely be reckoned adequate | 
and ſufficient to produce this effect, without the 3 
co · operation of other concomitant cauſes; 


| Warn 3 hat Fe the hiſtory of the 
preſent times, they will certainly expreſs the great- 
eſt aſtoniſhment at the plans and meaſures of con- 
duct, and behold with indignation the blindneſs or 
treachery of Miniſters, who could approve of en« 
tering into a war with France, becauſe they had 
thought proper to; change their government from a 
Monarchy into a Republic. No reaſon whatever 
can be afligned,, that is ſufficient to exculpate, them 
for treating their country in this cruel manner, 
and for bringing ſuch great diſtreſs and affliction 
on millions of people. Had the French, at the 


dine of their Revolution, indicated . hoſ- 8 


8 N „ DIY 5 


E 1 


tile intention againſt this country, or diſcovered, 
by any ſtep of their conduct, a reſolution of at- 
tacking Great Britain, it would have been ex · 
tremely juſt and reaſonable for us to have com- 
R menced hoſtilities in our own defence; but no- 
5 thing appeared in their proceedings, that could 
bear the conſtruction of being inimical to us. 
Their Revolution was brought about with the 
j view only of reforming their own government, 
Wa =, 6 rendering their condition and ſituation in this 
ad reſpect more happy and agreeable. Such an at- 
1 | tempt made by our Miniſters to re-eſtabliſh Bepo 
5 * | | f | tiſm, and to diſcourage the exertions of a ſpirited 
1 nation to ſhake off their fetters and reſume their li- 
EI) | berty, can admit of no explanation that is conſiſt. 
Wo Ei: -Þ ent with reaſon and good ſenſe. In the Houſe of 


1 Commons, the meaſures of the Miniſter are ſtrenu- 
. o00iunully ſupported by many, who are without doubt, 


impoſed upon, and are miſled in their public con- 
duct, who really wiſh well, and mean to promote 
the real intereſt of their country ; but this indul- 
gent and charitable conſtruction cannot be put 
with regard to the conduct of a great many in 
fic Parliament. Their real abilities and deep pene- 
=o tration cannot juſtify us in putting ſo mild an in- 
Wt terpretation on their  aftions ; their rv oat TERA 


L 9 J 


to 95 bottom, and —— willai E 
ſuffer us to extend our humanity ſo far. We muſt, 


therefore, however repugnant to our natural feel- 
_ ings, conclude theſe men to be actuated by ſelfiſh 


views, and the proſpect of private intereſt. This ſe- 


vere coneluſion, relating to the conduct of many per- 


ſons in Parliament at the preſent time, muſt ap- 


ange oy candid. and | mpartial gangs whoſe 


— to 5 ruth; mou not 1 the leaſl ex 


gerated. I deſire theſe men to point out any real 


or n eee n coal mined to "On coun- 
i wha manner the country ni 8 


che ſquandering away ſuch an infinite maſs of trea- 
fure, by which means an addition of one hun- 
| dred millions has been made to the national debt, 
: wan ene io fail to n 


melinclinly- proſpots of future n to 


enge K to the coun 
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_ nefit from it? The diſtreſling ſituation into which 
we have been brought by it, reſulting from the 
- Interruption: that has been given to our commerce, 
the injury. that our manufactures have received, 
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ever er to his country. Though we 
houlc ſuppoſe; with theſe macs ; 
_ proſecution 
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proſecution of the war, they certainly cannot have 

the effrontery to affirm, that thoſe advantages | 
could be compared with, or in any degree could 

- compenſate the miſery and diſtreſs which is Dems 
upon the country by it. On conſidering this 
queſtion, no candid and impartial perſon ean heſi- 
tate to acknowledge, that a true patriotic Mini- 


ſter would have laboured to continue the country 


in peace at this time, in place of engaging it in 


war. He would have applied himſelf in exer- 
tions to reduce the national debt, to reſtore and 


increaſe public credit, to extend trade and naviga- 


tion, and to improve all the regulations relating 


to civil economy in the management of the pu- 
blic revenue. All theſe important ſervices might 
have been performed, and are ca con- 

5 an e the ph of nne 


ae may: be pn upon the 0 . 
moſt evident principles, that when France over- 
turned her Monarchical Government, in order to 
eſtabliſh a Republic, it was then the intereſt of 


Great Britain to avail herſelf of the internal eon- 


fuſions of France, by improving her manufact 


and extending her commerce. It was the proper- | | 
eſt opportunity ſhe ever could have of rendering 
Ker ſituation in theſe ne better. France be- 


. 


ing entirely occupied with her internal revolution, 
afforded an opportunity. to Great Britain to im- 
Prove her circumſtances, and reap the advantages 
od her inſular ſituation, without we. hindrance or - 
moleſtation from a rival power. The confuſions 
and diſorders that were unh  conſequient on 
her change of government, preſented to all her 
| neighbours a reaſonable proſpect of continuing in 
peace. While theſe diforders ſhould prevail, ſhe 
would have found ſufficient employment in ſet- 
fling her own affairs, without meddling with us 
"at" any of her neighbours for ſome time. Many 
perſons of real virtue and extenſive underſtand- 
ings congratulated their country upon the wide 
proſpect of commercial advantages that promiſed 
to accrue to it, from the diſturbances of a neigh- 
bouring ſtate. But they have been unfortunately | 
deceived in their expectations other meaſures 
chan they looked for have been purſued, ta the 
great detriment of this unhappy country. Inſtead 
of embracing the favoura ple opportunity which 
theſe events obviouſly preſented to us, for the ex- 
tenſion of our trade, and the diminution of the 
enormous debt with which we are at preſent bür- 
amel, we have purſued quite contrary nieaſures, 
which 1 have been attended with n miſery and diſtreſs 
to the country. How much this muſt afflict e- 


very 
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been at great expe 
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very perſon who is really endued with che vir= | 


tue of patriotiſm, it is unneceſſary to aſk. It is 


impoſſible in the preſent caſe to pretend, that the 


acquiſitions we have made by conqueſt are ſuffi- 
cient. to compenſate, the detriment and loſs which 
we have ſuſtained by the preſent war. Theſe, or 


the greateſt a part of | them, mult be reſtored, in Or- 
der to obtain peace upon tolerable terms to our- 
forgot the reſtitutions we were obliged to make, 
in order to procure peace in the late war, which 
commenced in 1754 in America. After having 


met with the moſt unparallelled ſucceſſes in every 


part of the globe, did we not in the iſſue prove 


conſiderable loſſers? The conſequence of our 
great expenditure in that war, was the addition of 
fifty millions to the national debt. After having 

ce in equipping an arma 
with which we. took the Havannah, did we not 
reſtore it at the peace, though we had been ſuc. 


ceſsful beyond expectation in other places? Let 


us then conſider what we muſt do at preſent, 
n our ſucceſſes have been greatly more than 
overballanced. But even ſuppoſing we were a- 
ble to retain all our ac: — it will be found 
upon a fair ooh 


le loſers, The expenes of 2 8 


garriſons 
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ds: in theſe new conqueſts joined to the ad · 
ditional burden ariſing from the intereſt of the 
new debt we have incurred, would far exceed the ; 
profits which could accrue to us from theſe ac- 


quiſitions: In ſhort, our entering into war is al- 


Ways a loſing game, and ought, by patriotic Mi- 5 


hays to'be eve and een, ee | 


. 


Or oN the many e evils Pb our 
frequent wars have brought upon this country, 
the contraction of debt i is none of the leaſt conſi- 
derable: It cuts the nerves and ſinews of a ſtates 5 | 


and deprives it of power and ability in all its o. 


perations both foreign and domeſtic, and muſt be 
ſeverely felt by a trading ſtate, when it i is allowed 
to increaſe to a certain extent, or to amount to 
ſuch an exorbitant ſam as this country, by the 
infamous conduct of Miniſters, is now obliged to 
ſtruggle with. It muſt weaken and debilitate the 
very foundations; and, I may ſay; in the end de- 
ſtroy them, on which the ſucceſs of every com- 
mercial branch depends. When we reflect on 
the ſituation and circumſtances of this country at 
the time of its engaging in the preſent unjuſt and 
eee war, we may venture to affirm, with- 
out impinging upon truth, or ene any prin- 
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| s _ e a at RIO muſt have been the great- 
3 1 1 eſt and moſt flonriſhing country that ever had ex- 
= | iſtence, had we been entirely free of debt; had 

WW we cultivated commerce and improved manufac- 

1 tures, without involving ourſelves in ruinous wars; 
had all the money that has been expended in 
Germany, and given away to ſatisfy the exorbi- 
tant and rapacious demands of our forei gn ſubſi- 
diaries, and the whole profits of our commerce 

. been ſaved to the country. In the preſent ſtate 
of mankind, perhaps ſuch a high ſtrain of virtue 
in our Miniſters was not to be looked for: It 
may be unreaſonable to form ſuch expectations; : 
but even depraved as mankind are, we were cer- 
tainly intitled to have expected a different conduct 
from our Miniſters in the adminiſtration than my N 
have held. 


1 8: 


Taz coverhnient af Charles 1. 5 of his be- 
ther James VII., was perhaps the worſt govern- | 
ment that ever was eſtabliſhed in any country.— 
The people were then oppreſſed and ene . 
in the moſt cruel manner; 8 they: had the prof- 1 
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pet of its coming toa Rs by hy death or 


removal of theſe Monarchs. But the burdening 
the country with ſuch a load of debt as we la- 
bour under at preſent, admits of no remedy. It 
not only diſtreſſes the people who live in the pre- 
ſent time, but entails a permanent evil on their 
poſterity. The intereſt amounts to ſuch a pro- 
digious ſum, that the payment of it alone muſt 
afflièt the country very feverely, nor can the peo- 
ple every entertain the ſmalleſt hope of being a- 
ble to pay or clear off the capital, which demon- 
ſtrates the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing ſome proper re- 
form of ceconomy in the management of the pu- 
blic finances. The Gentlemen who have had a- 
ny acceſſion in bringing the country into ſuch a 
ſituation, or who have co- Operated in any degree 


in promatin g meafures ſo pernicious, ſhould feel 
Very c diſagreeable reflections, if they are ſtill capa- 


ble of any virtuous ſentiments. We are fo form- 
ed by nature, that all our paſſions increaſe by in- 
dulgence, and diminiſh by reſtraint; this enables 
us to cultivate our virtuous paſſions, and to ac- 
quire by habit the method of acting in an upright 
and virtuous manner. Thoſe who purſue a con- 
trary method, by cultivating vicious habits, wil 
find it extremely difficult to overcome or ſhake: 
off the habits to u 


h they have | wal in- 
ured. 
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ured. 1 am affraid our Miniſters a are in this un- 
happy ſituation : they have been ſo long accuſtom- 
ed to poſtpone the public intereſt to their own 
private and ſelfiſn views, that they will find it _ | 
| my to return to habits an virtue and Ry . 


| Every eſt who. colts this ſubject del 


berately, muſt certainly conclude, that private in- 
tereſt is the dominant and governing principle in 
When they ſee the public intereſt 
generally ſacrificed to private views, it is natural 


moſt minds. 


to make this inference. Patriotiſm and the love of 


one's country, are words which are often employed - 
by the moſt corrupt Miniſters, but it is impoſſible to - 


interpret their conduct as proceeding from theſe 
noble and honourable motives, when the conſe- 


quences which flow from their actions are ſo dia- 
metrically oppoſite to its real intereſts. 1 
gument is ſtrongly corroborated, when we refle&t 

upon the ſhameful profuſion with which public 15 


money has been ſquandered away during this war. 


of the public mony. It is hard upon a country, 
in the circumſtances that Britain is at preſent, to 


hand, 


12 


There is, perhaps, no virtue more neceſſary i in ae” 7 
Miniſters, or whoſe beneficial influences are more 
univerſaly felt, than ceconomy in the management 


0 "wy" its public ne — with fo laviſh a 9 75 


* 


* 


* 


* 


— 


hand, not only in bribery and corruption, but in 
2 ing ſchemes by which the country is hurt, 
in place of being applied to the extenſion of com- 
merce and the advancement of manufactures, from 
which reſults our national opulence. The King 
of Pruſſia has received and pocketed a conſider- : 
able ſum, and conſiderable ſums has been given to 


the Emperor, from which no benefit can accrue to 


this country. Where a war is defenſive in the 
proper ſenſe, the war is neceſſary, and the money 
expended in this manner, is laid out for the beneſit 
of the country 3 but few of the wars in which 
Great Britain has been involved ſince the Revo- ' 
lation, deſerve this name; they cannot be conſi- 
dered in fo favourable a light. „ 


©. » 7 0 # 


4 > 


* UNFORTUNATELY: for this country, few of 


our Miniſters have had a juſt and proper ſenſe of 
the neceſſity of ceconomy in the management of 
the public ſinances. This virtue is ſeldom conſpi- 
euous in men of ability. Before arriving at high 
ſtations, they have generally miſmanaged their 
affairs in private life, and by thoughtleſs boundleſs 
profuſion, reduced themſelves to indigent circum- 
ſtances; and they introduce into the management 


of public affairs, the ſame improper maxims of - 
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the virtue I economy, as much beneath . _ 5 8 * 
ſideration, and unbecoming great abilities. How . 
much this country has ſuffered from men of the | 
above deſcription and character, muſt be confeſſed 

by every candid and ingenuous perſon. It is, na 

doubt, proper and indeed neceſſary, that the men 11 5 

who are raiſed to the helm, ſhould have great ta= _ 

lents in parliamentary debates, and ſhould be poſ- 

ified, of extenſive reach and depth of underſtand- 1 he 
ing in the management of parties. It is theſe ta 

lents and rhetorical abilities which bring men into. 

= 35 public view, and elevates them to the firſt direc- 1 5 

A 7 tion in every country. By chem they are enabled „ 

bo | to lead and direct in public aſſemblies, and with- OG 
FE. out theſe abilities would be unfit to preſide. If 1 

5 | to theſe exalted talents, they ſhould happen to u · ” 
„ nite the virtues of œconomy and patriotiſm, they 

© 5, | Income m9 doubt public bleſſings; but, unhappi- 

5 1 ly for mankind, this is ſeldom the caſe. It is 
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£ Y eg re mortifying to human nature, but it is generally 1 


„ T1 8 often joined to theſe extenſive abjlities — | 
=_ -. There is a ſtrength of mind required to enable 
=. men to reſiſt the temptations with which theſe 
: "> 4. oh; ſtations are ſurrounded, which falls to the 1 | 
| WE; {lot of few. — The immenſe ſums of money which 

— | ave been wantonly. expended in carrying on .the. 


BE | | oni to be the truth, that probity and worth are 


Pa 


* 


room; and, notwithſtanding what our Mini ters 1 . < 

would make us believe, the unanimity with which k 

this was done, was truly amazing. Not only the 
people but the whole army joined in it; though, © © 
in France, the army and people ſeemed to be for- „ 


* 


* 2 * 


niſters, with a view to Fade themſelves in „„ 


* C 


% 
able evidence of their „ 
for ſome ſpeedy „ 


roperly be called one, let us conſider a „ } 
revolution which has lately happened in France, 1 
and which is the pretext for involving us in mw %%% 


preſent war. This revolution, if all its cireum | 
ſtance aturely conſidered, has nothing to :. 1 


qual it either in ancient or modern times. 8 : 


people in France, fince the time of | 1 
have been diſtinguiſhed in a very eminent degrees. _ 


for their loyalty and attachment to their Sove- 
reigns ; yet theſe people, to the aſtoniſhment of 55 


all Europe, have overturned their Monarchicat 155 EE. . 
Government, and eſtabliſhed a Republic in x. 


merly united in their ſentiments, that to Nene 4 


the grandeur and gl of the French Wdwnds, Dm 
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was to advance the real intereſt and the welfare 
France. They ſeemed to conſider the true inter- 
eſt of the country to conſiſt in 1g but this. 
Whatever retainers to Miniſtry may aſſert to the 
contrary, this alteration of ſentiment wWas very ge⸗ 
. and univerſal. It was impoſſible that it 
could be perfectly unanimous in ſo great and po- 
pulous a country. If a Court of Juſtice or Pu- 
blic Aſſembly are ſeldom unanimous in the deter- 
maination of caſes that come before them, how can 
it be expected that twenty millions of people 
ſhould be unanimous in ſuch an affair as this 7 
But I may venture to 


lution happened in Britain, there were more people. 


1 „ than what there were in France, i . 
we make the proper allowance ariſing from the ex- 
tent of the country, and the number of people 

. | | Pp | a Ne 5 85 


Io every perſon who thinks juſtly, 
jo himſelf to deliberate impartially upon this re · 
volution, it will appear 
what could induce our Miniſters to enter i=to 2 
| _ war with France. It does not appear that the 


French had the leaſt intention of encroaching on | 
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If they had not been attacked eee ee, „„ 
[daa the King of Prufſia, the boun 


would have remained the — that a 
were at that time, and, in all probability, their 
government would have been perfectly ſettled ana 
eſtabliſned. It was the invaſion which the Em- 5 2 
peror and the King of Pruſſia made upon them | 
that has produced the- conſequences which have YR 

_ fince followed. They at firſt proceeded with a ra. 
pid progreſs, and made à conſiderable impreſſion = 9 05 

on the frontiers of France; but at length were o: 1 
bliged to retreat with great precipitation; The _ 1 
conduct of the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia, {|} 
in making this attack upon France, cannot be 
matter of ſurpriſe to any thinking perſon. They — || 

| were abſolute Monarchs, and on that account e 1 
were concerned as ſuch to prevent any revolu © oy 
tion in Europe, which might afford an exampte 30 
to their own ſabjefs to throw off their allegiance. ' 1 

| Their ſubjects were preciſely in the ſame ſituation nn 
| _ with the French people, in being ſubje&t _— = 
. r eee of W e Ne e MR e 


— 


Twas rt 4008 eee C 4 


Sf for wn: ps. but can never furniſh any rea- 


— — — oa Lao — — 


1 


ee in a ſk light, it cannot FR alledged, as 2 
_ reaſon to vindicate our Miniſters and their con- 5 
an that the French firſt declared war againſt 
us. They proceeded, perhaps, with too much 
DE! and precipitancy in their denunciation - of 
war, but what induced them to take this ſtep i _ 
very evident. They pereeived clearly that we 
were determined to commence hoſtilities againſt | 
them, and to join with the Emperor and the King 
of Pruſſia in compelling them to ſubmit again to 
itra ry power of Monarchs; a ſtate and con- 
dition to which the ſpirit of the nation could ne- 
never be brought 1 to: agree. As this is the true 
ſtate of the fact, it was not the French, though - 
they firſt declared war, that ought to be account - 
ed the aggreſſors, but ourſelves, who were reſol- 
ved to afford our aſſiſtance to the two Monarchs, 
who had thus unjuſtly attacked them. It Was 
this unjuſt attack made upon them, that, in a 
great meaſure, occaſioned the many barbarous 
maſſacres that were committed in France at this 
time. Though theſe actions can never be juſti- 
* - tied, yet we ought to remember, that the Cove- - 
. nanters, to whom we in this country owe our li- : 
bderties, at leaſt equalled, if they did not exceed, . 
the French in every act of barbarity ar and aner, . 
and in every — n nn. e 
Bolt | 4 . Ir 


N 


L 4 1 
Ir 155. 1 uwe be haun o e that all 


kia) whether in civil or religious diſputes, "IO. 


they prevail, are equally intolerant, and incapa- 
ble of admitting or extending indulgence to thoſe 


who differ from them in ſentiment. Want of mo- 


. deration in all conteſts ſeems to be a diſtinguiſh- 
ing feature and charactereſtic in human nature. 
But the French at this time certainly thought, 

there was no other nethod ſo effectual to ſuppreſs 


and extinguiſn the party that ſtill adhered to, 


and was bent upon reſtoring the Royal Family, 
as terror and dread of puniſhment ; and they were 


no doubt exaſperated and rendered worſe by the 


3 unjuſt oppoſition which was made to their new 
eſtabliſhment. When we joined ourſelves to the 


5 Emperor and the King of Pruſſia, in order to re- 
' eſtabliſhdeſpotiſm in France, the confederacy muſt 


8 have appeared formidable, and might juſtly raiſe 


doubts with regard to the event. The party in 
France who were inclined to favour the Royal 


Family, might have afforded conſiderable aſſiſt- 
ance to the combined Powers, which would diſ- 


Poſe, no doubt, the prevailing party there to em- 
p = ſevere puniſhments, in order to intimidate 


4 deter. them, which renders a. great part of 
the blame of the Nagl murders which were per- 


N n at this time ly imputable to the 
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„ Powers that were 3 to — 18 their 


oppoſition has certainly retarded the eſtabliſh 
ment of their government. The confuſions and 


troubles that muſt 


eſlarily ariſe in ſo great and 
populous a kingdom, upon ſo ſudden and unex- 


pected a revolution, rendered it perfectly impoſ- a 


ſible that every thing could be immediately ſet- 


tled, though they had met with no oppoſition in 


their proceedings, but would certainly have come 8 
ſooner to à period, if no obſtacles _— ee 
| __ in their N 90 neighboring _ 


Ir was Pl 6p int the: power of our Miniſters 


to have preſerved the peace of Europe at this 


time, by doing which, they would have prevent 
ed the great effuſion of blood which the war has 
occaſioned, and likewiſe have ſaved to this coun- 


try the. 


; amenſe wealth that has been uſclefely 
ſquandered away. The Emperor 1 King of 


Pruſſia muſt have deſiſted from hoſtilities, had we 
refuſed our aſſiſtance in carrying on the war. 


ed upon by our Mi 


Lak is "abſurd. and ridiculous. T] - h 


As the ſtrength of the combined Powers was juſt 
| ly. to be dreaded, France would have liſtened to. 
ſonable terms that had been ng by 

Great Britain. The excuſe that has been inſiſt» 
s in their own: n | 


: 8 wy 


| E 45 1 
chat this dominant power in France at that nay 


could not be treated with, nor any reliance be 
had in any conventions we might conclude with 


them. Have they forgot the hiſtory of their own 
country? When Cromwell cut off PROF of 


Charles I. and uſurped the ſupreme. power in this 
| iſland, no European Power at that time thought 
it incumbent on them to make war on this coun- 
try, or to refuſe to enter into treaty with Crom- 
well, though no perſon could entertain any belief 


that his government would be of long duration. 
From this it muſt appear an unavoidable conclu- 
ſion, that all the miſchief and calamity which this 


war has been Wen — deen Los 


f 44 OBSERVED. Shi this rally 4 hk 5 
ip tion of ſentiment in the French people, who were 


.- ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed for their loyal attach- 
ment to their Sovereigns, could not fail to ſur- 


rope. But, upon mature deliberation,” it will ap- 


ment was produced entirely by: the aid and afliſt- 
ance "Ou * French ann afforded to o che 


To o every-t r Frenchman, it and * ap 
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* SPV moſt ablurd and yin 4 an aſc 


lute Monarch ſhould employ his ſubjects to eſta- 
bliſh liberty and freedom in another country, and 


chat they ſhould be obliged to expoſe their lives 
in favour of the liberty of others, while they them- : 


ſelves were living i in the moſt abje& ſubmiſſion 


and ſlavery. It muſt likewiſe have appeared un- 
accountable to them, that the only pretext which 


their Sovereign could alledge to Juſtify this extra- | 
ordinary proceeding was a zeal for liberty, and I 


an abhorrence at ſeein g others oppreſſed and ill 


uſed. This conduẽt in the French Monarch 
could not fail, upon being attended to, to excite 


indignation in the minds of.; a ſpirited | nation. -It 


could not be imagined that this zeal for the hap- 5 
pineſs of others could be genuine and ſincere, when _ 


his own ſubjects were deprived of this very bleſ- 
| ſing, which they were ſhedding their blood to ſe- 


cure to others. To all this may be added, the 
conſideration, that the French Monarch, by act- 


ing in this manner, was guilty of the baſeſt perfi- 15 
dy and breach of faith to Great Britain. Hę 


certainly could have no good ground to juſtify | 


i him, in joining at that time in a rebellion hap - 


pening in any part of the Britiſh dominions. He 
was then in peace with this country, and had not 
eir r condug, 

nor 
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5 gullty of any infraction or violation f 
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nor could with any juſtice ſay, that they had been 


then ſubſiſting between the wo countries. What 1 
aggravates conſiderably this eee 1 . 
the French NI. mo e - culpable,- is the ob- 55 1 8 
| 0 d: of alledging, that au of the f 

ons had grounds to complain 2 
of oppreſſion. | Whatever errors _ be com- 
mitted by the Britiſh, 


R x 


ent in America dar bs | | 
cauſes of. the unfortunate. war. which afterwards. | | 
enſued, it can never be pretended, with any co- „ 
lour of juſtice, that the Legiſlature intended to 
infringe the liberties of America. In the beſt Ad- 
niniſtrations that ever exiſted, errors in govern- 
ment are unavoidable, ariſing from the imperfec-⸗ 1 | 
tion of human nature. Exery perſon WhO has 
ſtudied with attention, and thoroughly r 
«the. principles of the Britiſh. Conſtitution, muſt, - 
8 n mak no Sammer ei- 


ded with better 
dom. Any pretences of this kind ap 
and nnn in bw ſtrongeſt de 
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Monarch eould be no other but a deſire to ſeize 


not fail 
who be- 


to ſtrike moſt forcibly every 
ſtowed a thought on the ſubjec 
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grounds to ex- 
768 the countenance or | t 
tain to Meg N Ou" to recover 


eee K appear forcibly fviking. © 
when aſſiſting the 


a This — conduct in a \ free | 
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France has ſuffered moſt 
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Ox would imagine the motives muſt have been 


4 and virtuous motive, u 
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whereyer it happened. If the preſent Miniſte 
had refuſed to comply, the Sovereign would have 
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ſelves in power. 1 is impoſſible to avoid paring 
this conſtruction on their actions. The ch: 


they have juſtly Wee for ability and under- 
ſtanding, excludes all ſuſpicion: of their having 

miſtaken the true intereſt of the country, or of 

their not perceiving the conſequences to the coun- 
| 19 65 from their FIRE into this r ruinous war. 


i AE IT \ lake 1 with 
great confidence, that our- liberties were in dan- 


ger, and that the war on that account became ne- 
ceſſary. How this could be the caſe is perfectly in- 
explicable. Our liberty is certainly in much 


greater danger by the abſolute Monarchy being 
reſtored in France, than if a Commonwealth ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed there; —In evidence of this aſſertion, 
I muſt be allowed to take a ſhort retroſpect of the 
Monarchy of France, how the time it it became * * 
Arete. | . Hs 
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1 n the death of Henry IV. who is juſtly 95 
ſteemed to have been the greateſt Prince of his 


0 


age, whether we conſider his politieal or militar 


- abilities, his ſon Louis XIII. ſucceeded.” His M 
ſter Richlieu, who was a man of a moſt 3 


e formed the * of rendering the Ki 
| | abſolute, 


— 


4 * 3 


. abſolute; witch was 3 big hin Semi Ma- 
1 zarine and Colbert. This ſcheme theſe Miniſters at 
laſt perfectly accompliſhed. Louis XIV. was in 


the ſtricteſt ſenſe as abſolute as any Prince in Eu- 


rope. From this time France has been juſtly | 
dreaded by all her neighbours; the peace and 
5 tranquillity of Europe has been. conſtantly diſturb- 


ed by the ambition and unjuſt views of her Mo- 


narchs. From this time the deſire of univerſal em- 
| Pire has been the ruling paſſion of all her Princes, 
and has been uniformly purſued by them, with- 
out regard to the faith of treaties, or any moral 
rule whatever. It was Certainly impoſſible for 
Europe, in the neighbourhood of ſo great a 
power, which was actuated by ſuch unjuſt views, 
to enjoy for any length of time, chat peace and 
tranquillity, which is and muſt be deſired and 
| Wiſhed for by every well governed ſtate. When 
France had exhauſted her ſtrength, in endeavour- 
ing to accompliſh her unjuſt and ambitious views, 
Europe enjoyed ſome ſhort interval of tranquillity, 


till ſhe had again recruited her ſtrength, and then 


; was. expoſed to the ſame danger, But this evil 

proceeded entirely from her form of government. 
- There cannot be a more certain truth, than that 
the terror etertained of France by. all Adept is 
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ment intioduted and eſtabliſhed b tlie Miniſters 
N before mentioned. Every eee who is dunks leaſt 
acquainted with the hiſtory of Europe for above 
- _ acentury, muſt ſubſcribe to the truth of this con- 
cluſion. Theſe unjuſt proceedings ought by nao | 
means to be imputed to the French nation, Woo 
are as peaceably inclined, and as little diſpoſed to 
injure their neighbours, or diſturb their. ur aud 
is 1G as 908 n European country:. 
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ps abolition into of hs an 1 or 
and another government being eſtabliſhed in it: 
place, the neighbouring ſtates may come to be de- 
livered from their apprehenſions of her power 
they may have juſt reaſon to hope, that this plan 
of Wr will be abandoned, and that Juſter ne” . 
of the true intereſt of France may prevail. The 
Gtuation of France, which lies upon the Atlantie 
Ocean, cannot fail to point out what her real in- 
. tereſt is; but the great advantages 2 
it have been in a great meaſure loſt, from her 
Princes being perp. tually- engaged in vozult Wars 
to extend her dominions, When we reflect upon 
this ſituation of France, and the number of people ö 
tit contains, it muſt appear evident, that ſhe can 
have vo read n to dread any of her neighbours, | 
can have no ao ty 


— — 


wa che. aan. real benefit af che. 
people, by cultivating the arts of peace, by an in- 
duſtrious application to the improvement of manu- 
r e and by aliduous exertions to encourage 


at. both —.— Ks 2 Moy WB Wap = 


is acquainted with the hiſtory, of France, knows, 


that from the beginning of the reign of Loui 
plans of conduct, 


directly oppoſite to theſe 1210 | 
meaſures, haye been ſteadily and invariably Pure 
ſued. But when the goyernment of France ig 


onoe ſettled in the form of à Republic, it is pro. 


bable that her true intereſt will be perceived, and 
will prevail, and will be the rule of pr Fj 
dopted by her rulers. Commonwealths, 0 . 
ones, are ſeldom. inclinable to enter into 
«: From all which. it ſeeras to be no far-fetch. · 


 fonably renews: If the FINE" 9 4 
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nment was 
reſtored in France, there would be no profpedt 2 
<> that ſhe would ever change her meaſures, or re- 
linquiſh her former ambitious views. The gran- 
5 deur of the crown was the ultimate object which 
the policy of the French Miniſters ſeemed to aim 
at, and which they conſidered as the glory and in. 
tereſt of France. In place, therefore, of oppoſing 
this change of her government, it would appear 
to be the intereſt of Europe to promote it, ſince | 
her ſituation may. be rendered better, and her 
Peace and tranquillity become much more ſecure 
8 by it. An abſolute tyrannical government is not, 
perhaps, a greater misfortune to the people who 
kve under it, than it is to all the ſtates that ſur- 
round them. Our Miniſters have certainly incur- 
red a great degree of guilt, by endeavouring the 
reſtitution of the abſolute government in France. 
It was no leſs than profeſſing an intention of keep- 
| ing Europe in perpetual alarm, and in conſtant. 
4 danger of lofing her liberty by an ambitiousneigh- 
bouring power, In order to facilitate the execu- 
tion of this criminal deſign, they have endeavour. 
| ed, on this memorable revolution, to propogate 
unjuft views and repreſentations of the French na- 
tion and their. ae This m_ an the 15 
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of no erg By. every candid aud — 
perſon, the French muſt be allowed to be the moſt 


diſtinguiſhed n nation in Europe, both in reſpe& of 
1 arts and ars; and, by their conduct at preſent, 
have diſcovered a reach of underſtanding and pe- 
netration, of which no example can be found in 
any former period. The ſpirit and unanimity 
with which ny ue overturned their abſolute 
Monarchy, merits admira ion; and, notwithſtand- 
ing the great” ee that is endeavoured to be 
raiſed againſt their proceedings at this time, this 
period of their hiſtory will be viewed and regard. 
ed by future ages, who certainly will be more juſt | 
and equitable in their judgments, with the ap- 
plauſe and admiration it deſerves. They have 
moſt certainly indicated a much ſuperior under- 
ſtanding with regard to true philoſophy, and much 
more liberal views in every reſpect than ever ap- 
peared in the hiſtory of any country. Their juſt 
: ee the illiberal Fahne and narrow 
cconfned ſentiments on many important ſubjece 
entertained by other nations, muſt gain them in 
future en their — mt e ee em 


* 


W can | afford no peniſes to vun th thin eviithul 
f Miniſters in entering into this war, that the 


Frenchsby their oceedi after the revolution, 
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every ching moſt valuable in = 
d revolution could ſcarce | 
country 2s France, without ſome degree of auar- 
chy, confuſion, and diforder, and a great many | | 


Which ve could never 


able time ns 425 new men en be x 
form, and the relpits! fur- 


advance their own private views, ſuch. 
conduct muſt appear deſerving of the laſt 
4 It has been 
weep away all Monrchicat govern. 


Dent. It is certainly 
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ſert it to be the privilege of the loweſt claſs of 
people to petition Parliament. They have rights 
and privileges belonging to them, as well as men 
of the greateſt rank have, and if they think that 
their immunities are infringed, or their privileges 
are violated in any manner, they are e enti- 
tled to ſeek 8 by On ; 
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op cannot be aged in 2 this vie an ee 
in favour of the war, that it was in order to pre- 
vent the danger of the French republican princi- 
ples ſpreading among the people of this iſland.—— 
We muſt guard againſt this danger in the beſt 
manner we can; not by making war, but preſer- 
ving peace. If the preſent eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment was expoſed to any danger from, the machi- 
nations of the Friends of the People, they certain- 
tainly would have been much more eaſily ſuppref- 
ſed if we had remained in peace. Entering into 
war had a tendency to propagate theſe principles. 
The ſucceſs which the French have had in the 
Ws ET © might encourage a to expect aid and af. 
|, |.» , HJlance:fromthem; bm would have been 
| „ defeated by continuing in peace. They have beer ; 
4 „ | aun under during the war with no grout difficulty, 
| \ 4 Rn 73 and certainly this might bave eee ed with 
| . „„ rt ee — FR nen e „„ 
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„Tun firſt inflicution- of the Society of 4 
Friends of the People was really intended to pro- 
mote the moſt ſalutary and beneficial plans to the 


1 


country and Government; but the patriotic inſti, 


tuters of this ſociety did not attend to the bad 
7 conſequences that might reſult from the name 
which they had aſſumed to themſelves. » Their 


ſtiling themſelves Friends of the People infuſed a 


notion into the minds of the vulgar, that they were 


oppreſſed by Government, and that they labour- 
ed under the real grievance of want of liberty, 
than which nothing can be more deſtitute of foun- 
dation in truth. The erecting a eap of liberty in 
e this country could proceed only from this ground- 


tenets and principles, and unreaſonable views of 
culated to gain proſelytes to their opinions. 
They have rather a tendency to bring thoſe who 


profeſs them into contempt. It is abſurd in the 


higheſt degree to pretend, that we want liberty 
under the preſent eſtabliſhment, Under no go- 
vernment which ever exiſted more liberty ever 
was or could be enjoyed. It is has been the ſub- 
2 of admiration to every judicious and well- in- 
No perſon of ſound under- 


formed foreigner. 


end n Y would way conſent to overturn ſuch a. | 
. H 2 a | government, 


- 
— 2 — as 


r 
— —— ;! : 
— 


. 
— — . — - _ — — — he be — — — - — — — 
avs — — — — — — — ons — . — Lo. SE — — —— — — —— — — _ 
— — — — — — — — — — — EET — == — — — 
— 2 - pag = — — — —— — — 2 — — 
————Äͤů———— II WOE A —U— [ ·¹w on 9 te ts —— — —— — — > — —— — —— — — —— ao — — — 
— — * — — * * — — — wo — - —— — — — ——̃ — - - ——— — — — — — - — — — — 
- - * a = " "7 
4 = $9 -- 6 * 
* . 3 1 
1 — P 
7 — 


8 A , 
» 4 * = 
« . . YI < 
— * Bp \ * x n \s N > at, £ _IW * 2 yy 7 = 2 by 
_ $ . x 1 1 nl 2 * Y » 9 a X * JE 
. * N . P 27 * by A vu, ” — n CS * N OO 4 x 5 1 "INS 
p bu - #3 * : n * 4 n 8 — — n N. - a> Chang 2 3 5 my» 
o p ” * K Sn Fr” a * "> * 2 — 122 h 7 FY - 1 
* & r — hy «i - — 1 8 ö n 4 9 ** * 7 ”3 Ed 34 8 ALE, >» L 5 - p 
o 7 EE o FR... 4 Ws I pt; * 3 71 * . TRE F — nn "= — — - 3 1 Ln * if. ws. WE — ® 
Dr RIGID. TIS x” "ER LE * r —AF's 2 + „ 2 tte hf 1 ef 2 On = "B73 0) — — oy — K F 3 1 
6 R we 1952 M85; * 32 32 4 ks FE IPD r En * — 9 a: 8 — — (og oy PB = ns - „ . 
= — - 8 65 52 > + — EE e e . by 2 > - g r Re ET... 2 RS # ; 3 . * - 
A = n TY « a 5 - - — * WT rere. A 1 SAR po — 2 5 2 XL; 25 YE Er ger fs oa P — * 5 MARES - 2 
* - 2 2 * ne _ N * 5 * 2 8 a n Lag 4 a WE — 8 2 r — 7 7 — = « SIG _ , > = 4 „ ACT s > - f 
— 7 1 " bal —— + LI 5 * WG. 2 . > - PE 2 a I, ORE — £ — ES : = —— a — — > =. = 2 1 = 
x * U 2 —— — 4 2 3 * 4 8 — * TE 3 re = Wh. x r —_— - EET TSS... -. IT - —_ 

: e ELIF A By = ” : —— . 88 . . ts K 7 ESE 4 2 2 1 e CT 

T 2 — , _ - — y n F F . 5 5 - 1 8 - 5 _—_— Cee —_ Y N _ . 5 - * 9 * rg NE n 9 

— : 2 * n „„ IN" IE: £7 > : 4 FI 5 e : — 
: ” 1 r * 1 — AN - 4 I. - x, 7 : 2 — 

” - k 7 - Neude — OG. — — 8 — — = 
— — —— — a -; = - — * 2 P : — * . 1 
— . * I 5 — * mL - - 4 n EE — * 
— - = 2 . 
— = - 
— 2 — — — — — — — — . — 
5 — - — — — —— — — \ . 
X — - — . — — gcy - . - — — — ” — — — — — — 1 
— — — AS * — * a — uf * Lot — 4 — — 5 i _ s — — — 1 
3 ** * - a4 4 5 
4 A * x * . Ap IE 
5 Pa 4 
* 


. At the aebi 45 no human in, 
| ſtitution was ever perfect, every good e 
would be inclined to correct any defect that may 
appear in it, or to remove any encroachments that 
have been made upon its orignal princ TRE It 
is impoſſible, I believe, to make any conſtitution 
of ry anſwer Cn its FIT OY ; 


nature. If you — find men ou ſtrict probity 
and virtuous principles to adminiſter ms o. wo 
| n behoved to be wack Kin re 
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a ab our civil —— detertes 
dil be admired, when its principles are thorough- 
ly underſtood, yet the body of mankind not be- 

ing capable of deep reſearches, generally judge 

by their feelings, and if they live happy under a 
government, become ſincere friends to it- A war 
fo diametrically oppoſite to the true intereſts of 
the country, and the diſtreſs this has occaſi oned, |. 
has irritated the minds of the people to a great 
degree, and incenſed them againſt the preſent ad- 
mitiſtration. This has inereaſed the number of 
the. Friends of- the-People, and" evidetitly has a 
tendeney to rivet in their minds the erroneous no- 
8 deus which ch they 5 imbibed concerning our Con- 
WT Fr”, FWW 7 WO | flitution, 


„ 


- . | r paſſions have been raiſed, 44 | 
{their minds exaſperated to an uncommen degree „ 
8 by an 'unfortunate war. The bad ſucceſs of the - 
war has been ee denled by a Gentleman in the 


Houſe of C It was even contended by 
Him, chat no Wa eee were engaged in was 
diſtinguiſhed by greater ſucceſſes than the preſent. 5 
This was à very bold affertion for any man to 0 e 
wake in ſuch an aſſembly. It was no great com 
- to the under andings' of his audience. 
— eln might have affirmed with eee 
fidence the truth of any propoſition. The want 
of ſucceſs has been, 1 believe, greatly owing —_ 
their exertions having been improperly directed, 5 
I mean in expeditions to the Continent. Had 
the ſans which have been carried to Germau y, 
and elſewhere been expended in equipping arma. 
ments by ſea, and employed in naval operations, 0 
they might perhaps have brought ſome advantage 
to the country, though in no degree equal % rr Le 
that could in any meaſure compenfate for the loſs TE 
and damage that the war has occaſioned. Our | 
wars upon the Continent" have been ſeldom or e- I 
 ver\utidertaken eker, Britiſ principles, — "4: 
| in pro n of me ures, which are : 


IS) 


No p ſon * is not blindly attached to Minis | 
try but muſt confeſs, that the groſſeſt errors 
| have been ener, in the management of the 
preſent war; not only plans have been conceived, 
and attempted to be carried into execution, which 
were really impracticable, but want of foreſight 
has appeared in many of their expeditions. Not- 
Wit hſtanding our þoaſted ſuperiority. at ſea, and 
the inferiority of the French in this particular 
they have done much more damage and miſchief 
to our trade than: they could have done had our 
| naval operations been properly conducted. The: 
French, it may be ſaid, have had more trade du- 
ring this war than they could have had at preſent, 
had they been in peace with us, if we conſider 
e inder dum enn bed eee 
by the numerous captures they have made. What⸗ 
ever our Miniſters may think, the war has been 
conducted by them with much greater ability 
They have without queſtion diſcovered very _ 


abilities both in the cabinet and in the field. — 


Some of their ſpeeches which have appeared in 
print contain true principles of liberty, and are 
replete with the moſt patriotic ſentiments, which 
would have been heard with applauſe and appro- 
OR. in the poblie alen of Greece and 
15 : Rome, : 


* 


e f 
* ; 8 1 70 7 2 ; 
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Rome, in their moſt poli, | 
wheel __ 


Fast the bad Gele of che war kitherto, and 
the calamity it has brought on the country, it 
cannot be wondered at, that the people of this 


iſland have diſcovered ſome diſcontent with, and 

averſion to the preſent meaſures of Adminiſtra. 

tion; 3 and their ſentiments, whatever Miniſters 
may think, ought to be attended to, as a conſider- 


ation of ſome moment. It is an obſervation 


made by an eminent writer, that the body of a i 
people have juſter views of the public intereſf, 


and purſue them with greater upri ightneſs than 
the nobility and gentry, who are often turned a- 
ſide from the right path by hopes and expecta- 


tions, while the common people can have no view 


et wiſh but to rom the ce _ | 


n * * 
. 4 6 


Lr us now, "before we's come to a cou; | 
; enumerate with brevity the great advantages | 


that muſt have accrued to Europe, and to this 
| country, had we remained in peace. We cer. 


tainly could have ſuffered no prejudice, in any 5 
| reſpect. The doing of this will enable us to 
form a juſt eſtimate of the merit or demerit of our 


Miniſters, in engaging us in the preſent war. — 
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3 fined within her ancient limits 3 Holand would 
have remained in the ſame condition ſhe was in 
before the commencement of ho! 1 | ies; 
peror would have been in the poſſeſſion of all li 
dominions both in Germany and in Italy, and What⸗ 
erer may yet be conquered from him before the 


Britain, ſhe would have keep faved not weak "ay 
the great addition of debt ſhe has incurred by the 
war, but part of our former burdens might have 
been diſcharged, which muſt have afforded. ſome © 
relief to the country; to which muſt be added, 
our ſecurity from the calamities we have ſuffered 
from the war by an interrupted commerce „ occa- 
ſioned not only by the numerous eaptures that 
have been made ;of our ſhips, bus: Want: i 5 
5 impreſſing ſeamen, re neceſſity only can juſt | 
fy,) by which the merchant ſhips are deprived 
of their failors, which amounts in a certain degree 
to a ſuſpenſion of trade. 10 all this let us join a 
eonſideration, which, with people who are-endow- 
ed with humanity and benevolence to the human 
| ſpecies, muſt have conſiderable influence; the grea! 
| e of human blood muſt have' hom renee 
read aſtatio a on- 


pinnticnds An the eoncomitant miſery. and di- 

1 treſs of the poor inhabitants. When we conſi- 
deer all theſe. accumulated evils. ariſing from the 
e wary can we heſitate à moment to declare the war 


To con jade d this argument, no war can in fo W 
Rar be accounted neceſſary, where the eſſential "mY 
intereſts of the WR E wöt advanced in ſome 1 
meaſure by it. The eſſential intereſts I reckon to 9 
couſiſt in improvements of agriculture, i in extend- 5 : 2 = | 
ing our comme ree, in improving manufactures, and e "NF 
in leſfening the national debt. This laſt is a con- 
ſideration of very great importance to a commer- 
cial country: If theſe different intereſts, in place 
of being promoted, are materially hurt by our en- 
tering into the preſent war, and if it appear that 
e no national benefit whatever could ariſe from it, 
be VVV ought to have been anxiouſly avoided as unne- 
„„ ceſſary and improper. That the proſpeii ity and 
1 happineſs of Britain depends on the intereſts a- 
„ dove mentioned, can admit of not diſpute. It ean 
Ia little be diſputed, that theſe intereſts can never 
Te 15 be promoted ſo eſſentially as in the time of peace, 5 8 
I  . particularly the national debt can only then admit 3 8 

„„ Win, ef TO nn he e importance and neceſſity ß 
„ By 9 5 1 9 oc 7 + 


L 66 1 


of which has been too little attended to by all our 
Miniſters. Upon theſe conſiderations the conti- 
nuing the country in peace was certainly neceſſa- 
ry; but war, as prejudicial to our intereſts, to be 
neceſſarily avoided, which was unqueſtionably in 
the power of our Miniſters. To all this may be 
added, that the change of government in France 
may, and probably will turn out, to the benefit of 
Europe. The great proſpect of ſecurity and tran- 
quillity, which, to every man of reflection, muſt 
appear to reſult from it to the other countries of 
Europe, by being delivered from the dread; and 
| terror ariſing from the ambition and unjuſt. views 
of the French Monarchs, muſt render wa war ne 
political, 1 
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and ſolid grounds on which to paſty it, or ta 


point © out any fatisfaQtory cauſe for ng i in- 
to it. : 


Taz juſtice and 19 of the war has been 


aſſumed as a clear propoſition, by Miniſters, in 
'  theirpublic ſpeeches in Parliament. In the print- 


ed declarations which they have emitted, it has 
been mentioned as an undoubted truth which 


could admit of no diſpute. Magiſtrates, like- 
wife, in their publications and advertiſements, 
have affirmed the ſame thing, or rather have ta- 
ken it for granted. To. afſert boldly and with 
confidence has conſiderable weight and influence 
with many people, but men of diſcernment and 
penetration are not ſo eaſily impoſed upon; they 
require ſome other evidence to convince them, 
which be! never yet! been eee in thi qheſtion 


. 


e is n impoſible to maintain the war 


60 be juſt, unleſs it can be firſt eſtabliſhed that 
France has no right to alter her form of governs 
ment, tho? it ſhould appear to be repugnant to, 
and improper to anſwer. the end for which go- 
vernment is inſtituted, for another form, which | 

mme may think will promote the end better, with- | 
but the conſent and * of the other 
ſtates 


2% . : ; ” 
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f ö 


they thought would moſt advance the hap ineſs 
and intereſt of their own country? If we con- 

ſult the principles of natural law and of equity, 
France muſt certainly have an equal right with 


/ 


IT Te 4 


"Rates of 1 If our Miniſlors can demon. 


ſtrate this point to the conviction of men of ſenſe 
and ability, it will undoubtedly follow, that they 
are entitled to interfere and to direct the proceed= 
ings of France in this queſtion ; but Great Bri- 
tain and other ſtates, if it was their own caſe, 


would certainly diſſent from this propoſition; 


and aſk any other ſtate who ſhould think pro- 
per to intermeddle, what right they could pre- 


tend to have, in making oppoſition to their fra- 
ming and modelling their conſtitution, agreeably 
to their own inclinations, and in ſach manner as 


any other European ſtate, ta change and ta 


frame her conſtitution to her own mind. She 
is as free and independent in this reſpect as Great 
Britain, or any other kingdom on the globe; 
and there does not appear to be any reaſon why 
me ſhould be excluded from exerciſing this right, 
or Why we ſhould Pretend to dictate to her with 
regard to the government ſhe. is to lire under. 
When Louis XIV. on che death of James VII. | 
thought proper to proclaim his ſon King of 


ne OR how did * Parliament here take | 
Y 7 0 
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It 6 bl le: 
ie? Did den "tot vides the King” upon (he 
throne, and repreſent it in their addrefs as the 


| bigheſt ſtrain of inſolence, and the greateſt in · 
ſult that could be offered to the Britiſh nation, 
os preſume to declare any perſon do be their 
King, or as having a title to be ſo ! What, there» _ 
fore, ſhould entitle us to take up arms in order 


to force chem to ſubmit to. monarchieal governs 
mow? 


- 


3 our „ Miniſters may now rw 
it was at firſt their determined reſolution to com» 


pel France to ſubmit to her former government, 
| This appeared clearly to haye been ag ee 


tion from the printed papers which they at firſt 
emitted, in which' they declare, that the King in | 
the firſt place muſt be reſtored to his throne, 


without making any mention of limitations ta 


be impoſed on the exerciſe of his power. Af. 
ter he was reſtored, it cannot be imagined that 


be would have conſented to any reſtriftions ; nor 
| would the powers who are confederated with 


Great Britain in the war have ever agreed to 


| any ſuch plan: they were deſpotic princes, who 


never wonld be brought to agree to ſuch an ex- 
imple being ne to _ own 1 8 
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- Canons and revolutions of goverment hes 


mark above = century ago alters ber form of | 
| government; Sweden has undergone feveral 
+ Changes of government, from abſolute to limited, 
and from limited to abſolute, without the inter- 
of any other ſtate. Indeed no nation 
then thought or imagine that they 


had any right or title to oppoſe them in ſo do- 


ing. 
90 exerciſing. the ſame natural and power, 
or what ſhould give the other ſtates of e 
a right of oppoſition in their cafe, which is | 
competent in reſpect to other ftates or nn: is 
not very obvious. Even though we ſhould fup- - 


poſe that ſome inconveniencies were lkely to ariſe , 
to other: nations, from their el 


vernment, Mill this could not 
ſition of other ſtates, as fl 
: right to promote their own ha; 
ekt, of which it is mjuſtice to attempt to de- 
prive chem. 8 A gentleman of land- property 
wonld be extre if any of his neigh 
bours ſhould oppoſe his making inclofures, or 


[= raiſing buildings upon his property, becauſe it 
might hurt their views, or obſtruct fame. 


How the French ſhould be debarred from 
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had a 8 che full and free uſe of 1 
perty, tho? it might a little incommode them. 


In the ſame manner the French have a right to 


advance their own happineſs by correcting or 


altering their conſtitution of government, tho? 


it ſhould be attended with fans inconveniencies to 


| other ſtates. But it will be ſhewn immediately 5 
dat this appears to be ſo far from being the 


caſe, that the reverſe is the moſt probable. We 
may conclude this branch of the argument con- 
cerning the juſtice of the war with obſerving, 
that the ſole reaſon and motive of it appears clear- 
ly to ariſe from nothing but the dread and ter- 


' ror. which has been produced in the minds of the 
. ether Princes. of Europe, that their ſubjects n 
7 perhaps i imitate the example. But ſuch a mo- 


tive can never juſtify. our Miniſters in joining in 


| this war. It is adverſe to every principle of rea- 


fon to maintain, that the terror and apprehenſion 


1 . of any | Sovereigns leſt they. ſhould loſe their 
power, can juſtify Miniſters in engaging a coun- 


try not only in an unjuſt war, but in a war from 
which the greateſt detriment. and. hurt muſt flow 


40 the moſt material intereſts of the mfr. 


"Tas eh of Miniſters on many. 0cea- 15 


bens, to e n ee unneceſſarily and 
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ſpeeches pointed out and d. 


„„ 1 10 1755 

| conſequences that inf evidently 1 Sent this; 
are heavy oppreſſire taxes, which will continue 
to diſtreſs us while we remain a nation; to Which 
may be added, as a natural corolary, eee 
the price of labour, by which foreigners muſt be 
enabled to underſel us in foreign markets. — 
What! is this but ſtriking at the very ſource of 
our well. being and proſperity, and ſapping the 
very fou dations of our national wealth and riches! | 
All this has been done, and the ſame meaſures 
| {till continue io be purſued; nor can any remon-, 
ſtrances, or the ſtrongeſt reaſons that have been 
again and again urged, and repeated both in Par- 
liament and in different publications, avail in 
| putting a ſtop to a conduct, ſo eee Tuinous 


to a r and Ig e N e e e V. 
N VVV 35 . 
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THE EA Lond: Chatham, while” a member of | 
| the oppoſition, - declaimed with the Vent 
ſtrength of reaſoning, and the utmoſt force of * 
quence, in ee he ſo eminently excelled, 

ngaging in German wars, and in Pa 


8 perſpecuity, the abſurdity 104 futility er 
_ this conduct; z but no ſooner mas he taken into 


„than he i 
„ and employed the whole force 


jately 
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f : 1 5 „ ; 3 ; > by 
| 4358 | x Fo 11 5 5 f 
e af bo eloquenee. and uncommon abilities, in main- ou 
1 taining the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion. . 
e  paiſble for any perſon, however, inclinable ol „ 92 


may be to put favourable i interpretations on mens e 


FAY Actions, to juſtify ſuch a verſatile behaviour ? I e 
| is impoſſible to aſcribe. it to e of opinion. | 


| Wt a Judge on any of the benches of the canis 7.0 


8 juſtice was thus to abandon his principles, and . 

2 1 ſometimes to age in one way and ſometimes i in 5 
auother, as it ten, to promote the intereſt of . | Wage 
„ particular parties in a car . N 


DP moſt deteſtable character, and be e 


ES and haf judge. A perſon, who, would ase. 


| x 5 lealmgs and tranſa ons . Fr 
1 „5 ions life vith 55 ee al would be 3 


1 garded as void of probity, and unworthy to 3 __ 
= relied on or truſted. Is this really the caſe ? and 3 


„ " the intereſts of Aa whole community ee ' . _ 8 


LO ed, who has changed principles, and ado Ro nal 
1 new mode of conduct to advance ] e 
1 5 of private intereſt at „ 
TA ' country—hall. this man eſcape « 0 5 
of wich eclat, while the other is reprobated and 223 
| condemned e Certainly it ought not 8 e 
do be the caſe; the conduct of the Miniſter muſt e 
0 much more criminal, as it involves the wel⸗ „ 


B 2 


0 
* 


— = 
% 
, 
% 


= 


= oy we” 


— 


L's | 
| | 
| 


. 1 
af! ' ' 
15 f 
10 a 
* 
i | 
fy 
1 
d 
| : J 
| 
1 
| 5 ö 
1 K % 
il - n 
vo | £ 
i; 
1 5 | 
i; 
1 
it! - 
I" 
$i 
is x 
14 N 
i! 
w | 
= 1 ' 
| 
5 : 
15 
ö | | : 
f . 
hee i 
* 1 
- {| 4 
*c E 1 
# ' 
K | 
40 | 5 
* 74 ' 
= | : : 
£ : a , 
N ö i 
7 | : : i 
5 by i 7 
1 ; 
"YT . 5 
| ' | x 
1 | 1 F * 
RES f 
1 1 . 
q 
f 
1 1 / 
ol! ; 
4 1 s 
&' a 
91 
{8 i 
== 
'B 
% 
. * 4 
A %s 
\ 
| 
a 
* 
2 FG 5 D 


* 


- 


* 


fare of the whole community, while the other is 
cofifined to the intereſts of private perſons, RH 
Ii the many German wars in which we have 
been engaged, many plauſible argments have deen 
rn by adminiſtration to juſtify" their conduct, 
but they have been demonſtrated to be — 
ee, and the futility of their reaſonings 
is 4 country more populous than France, 5 
and if che Princes were to unite, would be able 
to bring more numerous forces into the field; 
they are able to defend themſelves without . 
eeiving any aid or affiſtance from Britain, and 
they would do it if left to themſelves. But ſinee 
de Revolution, it bas been the uniform conduct. 
| of Miniſters to lavolve this country in every con 
tinental war, and to take the lead in them, by 
A ee to dhele Princes * dee 
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ads in Aer 0 r own' polſeſ. 
fions: What good or ſound policy could require 
this, or how it could ever be 
redound to the advantage of this country, i is un 
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n ible, nn ae 
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Parliament to approve of t i 


ſupport them in the gent arr. „ n 
country. Some men are n — 1 
2 and are miſled in their u be 


and depth ak 
underſtanding in examining matters 10 the i 
tom, and peroeiving Tonſequences, will not fuffer 


eſe men to be actuated 
views, and the proſpect Private 1 
ſevere concluſion, relatin g to the conduct of ma- 


miniſters have been able to procure a majority in 


— 


* | WY 


Ln I 
ene, 1 defies theſe men to 1112 out ay 


real or ſolid advantage that could ariſe to the 
ceuntry from entering into the preſent war, or 
to ſhew in what manner the ee could re. 
enefit from it; the diſtreſſing ſituation 5 


ceive any be 


1 into which we have been n brought by it, by the . 
| interruption that has been given to our commerce, 
the injury that our manufactures have received, 
the ſquandering away ſuch an infinite maſs of 
treaſure, by which means an addition of one 
hundred millions has been made to the national 
debt, is truly alarming, and cannot fail to create 
the moſt ſincere concern, and the moſt ſerious | 
and melancholy proſpects of future conſequences, » 
to every" well-wiſher | to his country. Tho we 
ſhould ſuppoſe with theſe Gentlemen, that ſome | 
advantage could reſult to the country from the 
proſecution of the war, they certainly cannot 
have the effrontery to affirm, that theſe advan- De 
tages could be compared with, or in any degrees . 
could compenſate the miſery. and ae 5 
is ar _ gere. wy it, : 4 abr 
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| 142 may. 15 e e upon RY dearelt bs N 

1 Me evident principles, that when France over · 
turned her Monarchical gove 

i mne e . tuen the intereſt of 
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Great Britain to Roe herſelf of: the internal cons 
 fuſions' of France, by improving her manufac- 
tures, and extending her commerce. It was the 


propereſt opportunity ſhe ever could have of ren · 
dering her ſituation in theſe reſpects better. 


France being entirely occupied with her internal —=_ 
revolution, afforded an opportunity to Great 


Britain to improve her circumſtances, and reap x 
the advantages of her inſular ſituation, without 
any hindrance or moleſtation from a rival power. 
The confuſions and diſorders that were naturally 
conſequent on her change of government, pre- 
ſented to all her neighbours a reaſonable proſpect | 
of continuing in peace. While theſe diſorders | 


- ſhould prevail, ſhe would have found ſufficient . - 


employment i in ſettling her own affairs, without 


middling with us or any of her neighbours for 


ſome time. Many perſons of real virtue and ex. 
tenſive underſtandings congratulated their coun- 
try upon the wide proſpect of commercial advan- 
tages that promiſed to accrue to it from the di- 
ſturbances of a neighbouring ſtate. | But they 
have been unfortunately deceived in their expec- 
tations other meaſures. than they looked for 

have been purſued, to the great detriment of this 
er country. Inſtead of embracin g the fa- 


5 8 eee which theſe events obvious- 
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1 . of em trade; 
and the diminution of the enormous bee 
which we are at preſent burdened, we have pur- 
ſued quite contrary meaſures, which hare been 
attended with miſery and diſtreſs to the country. 
How much this muſt affli& every perſon who is 
really endued with have viatus of: n 


- 


"Taz Takeo Ya ne that can > he nate up- 
on any country, but particularly upon a trading 
one, is the contraction of debt, which, if it is al- 
lowed ta encreaſe to a certain extent, or to a> 

; mount to ſuch an exorbitant ſum, as this country | 
by the infamous conduct of Miniſters is now o- 


"I bliged to ſtrug gle with, muſt weaken and debili- 
aste the very foundations, and I may ſay, in the 


end deſtroy them, on which the ſucceſs: of every 
. commercial branch e e 2; 
Barra at 3 1 uy the Seat, 
elt and moſt flouriſhing country that ever had ex- 
iſtence, had we been entirely free of debt, had 


5 we cultivated commerce and improved maaRc- 


tures, without invalving ourſelves in ruino 
wars; had all the money that has been expend 


55 ed in Germany, aud given * to 4 atsfy the 
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Enorbitant and rapacious demands of our weg 
ſubſidiaries, and the whole profits of our com- 
merce been ſaved to the country. In the pre- 
ſent ſtate of mankind, perhaps ſuch a high ſtrain 


of virtue in our miniſters was not to be looked . þ 


for; it may be unreaſonable to form ſuch exper- 
tations. But even depraved as mankind are, we 


were certainly entitled to have expected a dife 


| ferent conduct from our Miniſters in the admini- | 
few than ay: have held. 1 81 


Tur government ef Charles U. and of his ® 
brother James VII. was perhaps the worlt | govern- 
ment that ever was eſtabliſned in any country. 
The people were then oppreſſed and maltreated in 


the moſt cruel manner; but they had. the proſ- 


ped of its coming to a period, by the death or 
removal of theſe monarchs. But the burdening 85 
the country with ſuch a load of debt as we la- 
bour under at preſent admits of no remedy. It 
not only diſtreſſes the people who live in the pre- 
ſent time, but entails a permanent evil. on their 


| poſterity. The intereſt amounts to ſuch. a pro- | 


digious ſum, that the payment of it alone muſt 


afflict the country very ſeverely, nor can the 
people ever entertain the ſmalleſt hope of being | 


Es able to 1 or _ off the capital. The Gentle- 
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men who ms 1 any "tw; in bringing | 


the country into ſuch a ſituation, or have co-· o- 


perated in any degree in promoting meaſures ſo 
Pernicious, ſhould feel very diſagreeable reflec 


tions, if they are ſtill capable of any virtuous 


ſentiments. ' We are fo formed by nature as to 
be able to acquire habits; ; and happy it is for 


men when they culti vate habits of acting in an up- 
right and virtuous manner. Theſe who purſue.a 
contrary method, will find it extremely difficult 
to ſhake off habits to which they have been long | 
inured; and I am affraid our Miniſters who have 


been ſo. long accuſtomed to walk in erooked - 
paths, will find it difficult to return to habits of 
virtue and honeſty. | 


MN 


i RY nerd ah i this fabjea TY 
FER muſt certainly conclude, that private in- 
tereſt is the dominant and governing principle in 


moſt minds. When they ſee the publie intereſt 
generally ſacrificed to private views, it is natural 


to make this inference. Patriotiſm and the love 


of one's country are words often employed by 
the moſt corrupt Miniſters, but it is impoſſible to 
interpret their conduct as proceeding from theſe 
noble and honourable motives, when the conſe 
= quences that flow from their aRtions are ſo dia. 
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5 Avcieatly' i to its ok 1 I This 


argument is ſtrongly corroborated, when we re« 
flect upon the ſhameful profuſion with which pu- 
blic money has been ſquandered away during 
this war. There is perhaps no virtue more ne- 


ceeffary in the Miniſters, or whoſe beneficial in- 


fluences are more univerſally felt, than economy 
in the management of the public money. It is 
hard upon a country in the circumſtances that 
Britain is at prefent, to have its public funds dif- 
fipated with fo laviſh a hand, not only in bribery 
and corruption, but in in ſupporting ſchemes by 
which the country is burt, in place of being ap- 
plied to the extention of commerce and the ad- 
vancement of manufactures, from which reſults 
our national opulence. The King of Pruſſia has 


| pocketed a coaäderable ſum, and- conſiderable 


 fums have been given to the Emperor, from 
Which no benefit can accrue to this country. 
Where a war is defenſive in the proper ſenſe, 
the war is neceſſary, and the money expended in 
tis manner is laid out for the benefit of the 
country; but few of the wars in which Great 
Britain has been involved fince the Revolution de- 
„ confdered in ſo | 


UxnrORTUNATEI T 


——— — — - 
— 


OO — 


— —n — ̃ Ew!1.̃§ uNX r oo IYER I TP Os ee oe 
—— - the. _ bon AO 6 


— . rr 


2 


— — 
* 


. — — N 
wy 


be: = I» J 
/ nd „ a5 
7 OY ; : / 
by ' wh 
* : 
> 2 * 5 
355 20 * N 
5 8 — Y 


 UnronTUNATELY for this country, ber of 
our Miniſters have had a juſt and proper ſenſe of 

4 the neceſſity of economy in the management of 
the public finances. This virtue is ſeldom eonſpi- 
cuous in men of ability. Before arriving at high 


ſtations, they have generally miſmanaged their 


own affairs in private life, and by thoughtleſs 7 
| boundleſs profuſion: reduced themſelves to indi- 


gent circumſtances; and they introduce into the 


management of public affairs the ſame improper 
maxims of conduct. They look down. with con- 


tempt upon the virtue of econoiny, as much be. 


neath their confideration, and unbecoming great 


abilities. How much this country has ſuffered 
from men of the above deſcription and character 
muſt be confeſſed hy every candid and ingenuous 
perſon, It is no doubt proper, and indeed neceſ- 
_ tary, that the men who are raiſed to the hem 
| ſhould have great talents in Parliamentary de- 
bates, and ſhould be poſſeſſed of extenſive reach 
da and depth of underſtanding in the manag 
ol parties. It is theſe talents and rhetorical abi- 
ties Which bring men inta public view, and e. 5 
| levates them to the firſt direction in every coun- 
ö u. By chem they are enabled to lead and direct 
in public aſſemblies, and without theſe abilities 
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hey ſhould happen to unite the virtues of ecofios ¾ͥ 
my and ef patriotiſm, they become no doubt public 3 WS 

| bleſſings; ; but unhappily for mankind this is ſel⸗ 5 Ong 

- dom the caſe. It is mortifying to human nature, 


but it is generally found to be the truth, that =o | 
- probity and worth are not often joined tq theſe 
_ extenſive abilities. There is a ſtrength of mind „ 


required to enable men to reſiſt the temptations a<© 5 


with Which theſe high ſtations are ſurroun 


Tux immenſe ſums of money which have bens 
wantonly expended in carrying on the war, n 


which We have been engaged by our Miniſte : : 5 55 
merely with a view to preſerve themſelves in . 
the country, furniſhes indiſputable evidence of — | 
eee eee ee 5 
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Bur to return from this digreſſion, if it aan 
Properly be called one, let us conſider a little tlie 


revolution which bas lately happened in France, : e 


and which is the pretext for involving us eine, 
eee This revolution, if all its circum. : 
' ſtances 10 maturely conſidered , has nothing to 
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diſtinguiſhed in a very eminent degree for their 
| * loyalty and attachment to their Sovereigns; yet 

tteſe people, to the aſtoniſhment of all Europe, 
have overturned their monarchical government, 
and eſtabliſhed a republic in its room; and, not- 


whole army joined in it; tho? in France the ar- 
my and people ſeemed to be formerly united in 
their ſentiments, that to promote · the grandeur 


and glory of the French Monareh was to advance 


the real intereſt and the welfare of France. They 
ſeemed to. conſider the true intereſt of the coun- 


ry to conſiſt in nothing but this. Whatever 
detainers. to. Miniſtry may aſſert to the ere 


univerſal. It was impoſſible that it Nis per 


fectly unanimous in ſo great and populous a, 
country. If a court of juſtice or public aſſembly 
are ſeldom unanimous in the determination of 
| caſes that come before them, how can it be ex · 


unanimous in ſuch an affair as this? 


F were more ee 
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"IRS 15 che time of Louis XIV. have wa 


vithſtanding what our Miniſters would make as 
| believe, the unanimity with which this was done 
Was truly amazing Not only the people but the 


But I may 
venture to affirm, that when the revolution hap · 


to. 
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to chat auen nnd neceſſary meaſure i in dls 
> country than what there were in France, if we 


make the proper allowance ariſing from the ex« 
tent of the country and the number of people 


there. To ever perſon who thinks juſtly, and 


will allow himſelf to deliberate impartially upon 
this revolution, it will appear perfectly unaccount - 
able, what could induce our Miniſters to enter into 


a war with France. It does not appear that the 


French had the leaſt intention of encroaching on 


any of their neighbours, or extending their d " 


minions by conqueſt, at the time it happened. 
If chey had not been attacked by the Emperor 
and the King of Pruſſia, the boundaries of France 


would have remained the ſame now they were 


at that time; and in all probability, their governs | 

ment would have been perfectly ſettled) and eſta | 
| liſhed. It was the in vaſion made upon them by 
the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia that has 
produced the conſequences which have fince fol. | 


| lowed. They at firſt proceeded with a _ pro- 


greſs, and made a conſiderable i on the 
frontiers of France, but at dare were obliged- 
to retreat witli great precipitation. The condu@” 
of the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia in ma- 
king this attack upon France cannot be matter 
eee 
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ae Monarchs, and on chat account were bn, || 
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1 175 rope, which might afford an example to their 
1 own ſubjects to throw off their allegiance. / Their 
3 ſubjects were preciſely in the ſame ſituation with 
1 the French people, in being ſubject to the abſo- 
- hate dominion of their Princes. This accounts 
diu che moſt ſatisfactory manner for their conduct, 
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84 not be alledged as a reaſon to vindicate our co 
1 duct that the French firſt declared war againſt us. 
1 I᷑ bey were perhaps too precipitate in doing this, 
dit what induced them to it is very evident— 
{M8 1 | they perceived clearly that we were dete | 
. | to commence hoſtilities againſt them, and to join 
with the Emperor and the King of ruf in 
compelling them to fubmit again to the arbi 
power of Monarchs; a ſtate and condition to 
which the ſpirit of the nation could never be 
eee to agree. As this is the true ſtate of 
be fact, it was not the French, tho* they ſirſt de- 
clared war, that ought to be accounted - the ag 
greſſors, but ourſelves, who were reſolved to af- 
ford our aſſiſtance to the two Monarchs wh had 
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_ attack made upon them that in a great meaſute 
occaſioned the many barbarous — that 
were committed in France at this time. 
dertainly thought there was no other 2 b 
effectual to ſuppteſs and extinguiſh the party that 
ed to, and was bent upon reſtoring the 
Family, but terror and dread of puniſh- 


ment; and they were no doubt exaſperated and 
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attacked them. It was this unjuſt 


rendered worſe by the unjuſt oppoſition which 
was made to their new eſtabliſhment. When we 


ourſelves to the Emperor and the King of 


raiſe doubts with ro- 
therefore in France 


might have afforded conſiderable aſſiſtance to the 


combined powers, which. would no doubt dif- 
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_ 4 info great and populous a kingdom; wad fo n 
A 5 ene eee eee 
9 fectly impoſſible that every thing could be imme 
diately ſettled, tho they had met with no oppo- 
ſition in- their proceedings, but would certainly 
have come ſooner to à period if no obſtacles 
had been thrown | in their n een 
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— Ix was certainly in the power of our Miniſters 
! 


| 1 5 to have preſerved the peace of Europe at this 
5 „„ | .-__ - timep by doing which, they would have prevent - 
| ed the great effuſion of blood which the war has 
c.œrfoned, and likewiſe haveifaved:to-this-coun- 
T — —— 
= A: = ſquandered away. The be e and King of 
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the ſtrength of the ee powers was 2 
to be dreaded, France would have liſtened to 
any reaſonable terms that had been 1 


Great Britain. The excuſe which has been in- 
| "od upon by our Miniſters in their own vindi- 
cation is | lic 
that the . povetiia France ab that time 
ond: gh bye treated with, nor any 
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try? Cromwell cut off che head of 
Charles I. and uſu the ſupreme power in this 
iſland; no Enropean power at that time thought | 


it incumbent on them to make war on this coun- 
try, or to refuſe to enter into treaty with Crom- - 


that his government would be of long duration. 


From this it muſt appear an unavoidable conclu- 
fion, that all the miſchief and calamity which this 
2811 18 504 4; 1% Bold 18 bing — 3 53814 


at} FE onstRvED before, 


diſtinguiſhed for their loyal at- 
tachment to their Sovereigns, could not fail to 
and aftoniſh the different countries of 
Europe 5 but, upon mature deliberation, it will 
t this ſudden change of a. 
ment was produced entirely by the aid and aſſiſt- 

ance which the French Monarch afforded to the 
Americans i in the late war with Great Britain. 
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and that they ſhould be obliged. te 


I.rxes in favour of the liberty of others, while they 
ttmemſelves were living in the moſt abject ſubmiſ⸗ 


— 


fion and ſlavery. It maſt likewiſs haye appeared — | 


6 ungccountable to them, that the only pretext 
— Which their Sovereign could alledge to juſtify this 
extraordinary proceeding, was 2 zeal-for liberty, 

And an abherrence at ſeeing others oppreſſed and 
ull-uſed, This conduct in the French Monareh 

could not fail, upon being attended to, to exeite 
madignation in the minds of a ſpirited nation, It 
could not be imagined that this zeal far the hap» | 
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pineſs of others. could be genuine and 
| when his own ſubjects were deprived. af this very. 
bdaleſſng, which they were ſhedding their blood to 
Genre ta others, T0 all this may be added he 
0 ionſſderation, that the French Monarchy hy act 85 
ES ing mann, was gui. in acer. 
| fidy, and breach of faith to Great Britain, Ha 


at that time in A rebellion hap» | ? 
" pening in any part of the Britidh dominions, He | 
| 35 was then. at peace with Wees, and had * 
doe ſmalleſt maln toc | 
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| What aggravates conſid 
renders the French Monarch more 
the obvious falſchood of alledging, that any bert 
of the Britiſh dominions had Juſt grounds to com- 
Plain bf oppreſſion. I 
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\ Ir ein waved ee wht 
Intend- 
be che mee America Wow 


either ancient or nan? was every 
cioully — U. 
berty, or provided wich better barriers for the 
pretences of this kind, 


of dhe Kench Monarch could vos en, 
 defire to feige — which this war uf. 
1. n Britain. * - All this 
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man who beſtoweda thought on the ſubje&, and 
incline * to throw off the e Mo- 

SE e Royal Family of. France has ſuffered moſt 
juſtly for their groſs perfidy and notorious breach 

of faith, and had certainly no juſt. grounds to ex- 
pe&-the countenance or aſſiſtance of Great Bri- 
tiain, to enable them to recover their crown. 

LE lere the contraſt betwixt Great Britain 1 

||| ; x France muſt appear Seen 

1 French, when aſſüſting the Ameri 

| 1 engage on the ſide of be 1 4 

©, ſelves ſubje& to arbitrary ak: they: undertook 
to fight, in order to eſtabliſh the liberty of the. 
Americans. Great Britain, again, though 5 ? 
under the happieſt conſtitution. of Government, W } 
| where the liberty of the ſubject is better ſecured i 
. _ than under any Government, either in-ancient- or 
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modern times, has engaged on the appolite fide, 
in order to oblige twenty millions of people to 
| ſubmit themſelves to deſpotiſm and arbitrary rule! 
I. ubis unaccounta table conduct in a free nation wilt 
eCeexrtiinly diſgrace the annals of that reign in which 


| | it happened. I know no conduct ſimilar to it, 
ee except that of Francis the Firſt, pg pt 
| the Proteſtants in his 4 own dominions 
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15 On wool imagine the motives 2 8 have 
been very ſtrong, which could induce. our Mini- 
ſters to act ſuch an inconſiſtent and contradiftory 
part. I am afraid, however, it will be found im- 
poſſible to diſcover any good and virtuous motive, 
upon reflecting on their conduct. The reaſon for- 
merly hinted at appears to be the moſt obvious. 
All che Monarehs in Europe muſt have looked 
| upon the overturning of Monarchical Government 
8 erous' example; they muſt, on that ac- 
eount, have inclined to oppoſe it with all their 
might, wherever it happened. If the preſent Mi- 
niſters had refuſed to comply, the Sovereign 
would have found others who would have agreed 


to the meaſure, in order to get into power. The 


love of power and rule is ſo univerſally deſired by 
mankind, that it ſeems to extinguiſh, in the 


_ breaſts of moſt men, every ſentiment of honour 


. 23" hh patriotiſm, - They have therefore ſacrificed the 


_ public tina: without ſeruple; in order to keep 
themſelves in power. It is impoſſible to avoid 
. on x their . The 
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and underſtanding, excludes all ſuſpicion of their 
haviog miſtaken the true intereſt of the country, 
or of their not perceiving the conſequences to the - 
; bp from their . 2b into this ruinous War. 


% © 


| | Ir has bonds alleged; eee Sia 
great confidence, that our liberties were in Aan- 

ger, and that the war on that account became 
neceſſary. How: this — the caſe, is per- | 

fectly inexplicable. liberty is certainly in 

9 5 being reſtored in France, than if a Commonwealth 

; © ſhould be eſtabliſhed there. In evidence of this 
AäKäaäaſertion, I muſt be allowed to take a ſhort retro- 


OO." ſpeRt of the Monarchy of France, from the time 


it became abſolute. .. Upon the death of Henry 

| IV. who is juſtly eſteemed to have been the 
greateſt Prince of his age, whether we confi- 
1 fo derer his political or military abilities, his ſon 
20... eu XIII. ſucceeded. His Miniſter Richelieu; 
who was a mari of a moſt extenſive genius, form- 
eld the plan of rendering the King abſolute, which 
was purſued by his ſucceſſors Mazarine and Col- 
bert. This ſcheme theſe Miniſters at laſt perfect- 
10 accompliſhed. Louis XIV. was in the Rrigeſt 7 
- ſenſe as abſolute as any Prince in Europe: Hrom 
eee eee been juſtly dreaded by an ber 
n VF W 
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Sebi; the peace and, tranquillity of Europe 
Has been conſtantly diſturbed by the ambition and 
unjuſt views of her Monarchs: From this time 
the deſire of univerſal empire has been-the ruling 
paſſion of all her Princes, and has been uniformly 
purſued by them, without regard to the faith of 
enties or any moral rule whatever. It was 
certainly impoſſible for Europe, in the neighbour- 

hood of ſo great a power, which was actuated by 
ſuch unjuſt views, to enjoy for any length of time 
that peace and tranquillity, which is and muſt be 
deſired and wilhed for by every well governed 
N Nate, When France had exhauſted her ſtrength, 

in endeavouring to accompliſh her unjuſt and am- 
bitious views, Europe enjoyed ſome ſhort interval 


of tranquillity, till ſne had again recruited her I 


- ſtrength, and then was-expoſed to the ſame dan- 
ger. But this evil proceeded entirely from her 
form of government. There cannot be a more | 
, certain truth, than that the terror entertained of 
France by all Europe is to be attributed to the 
form of arbitrary government, introduced and e- 
ſtabliſhed by the Miniſters before mentioned. | 
Every perſon who is in the leaſt acquainted with 
the hiſtory of Europe for above a century muſt 
ſubſcribe to the truth of this concluſion. Theſe 
- unjuſt roccodingeought W 
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clined, and as little diſpoſed to injure their neigh- . 
bours, or diſturb their peace and tranquillity, as 
| any other European country. Upon abolition, 
| | therefore, of the tionarchy, and another govern- 
| ment being eſtabliſhed in its place, the neighbour- 
"TK ing ſtates may come to be delivered from their 
apprehenfions of her power; they may have juſt 
reaſon to hope that this plan of policy will be 
abandoned, and that juſter views of the true iti- 
rereſt of France may prevail. The ſituation of 
France, Which lies upon the | Atlantic Ocean, 
cannot fail to point out what her real Intereſt is; 
but the great advantages ariſing from it hae 
1 been in ä great meaſure Hoſt from her Princes be- 
* Fa ng Pp tu: pM. nor in Unjuſt wars to extenc 
mation of W „and che number of people it 
- £ x contains, it muſt appear evident, that the can 
| | have no reaſon to dread any of her neighboure, 
| arid conſequently enn have uo intereſt in diſturb. = 
JH to be rhe fame in every reſpelt with durs mean 
the people, dy cultivating che arts of peace, by 
a induſtrior — dee 
Hr 
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courage and promote foreigu and; This me 
thod of conduct cauld not fail to render all the 
great towns, with- which the different provinces 
of France abaunds, bath populous and rich. 
Every perſon who is acquainted with the hiſtory 
of France knows, that from the beginning of the 
reign of Louis XIV. plans of condu, directly on- 
paſite to theſe wiſe meaſures, have been ſteadily | 
and invariably purſued ; but when the gevern - 
ment of France is once ſettled in the form of 2 
Republic, it is probable that her true intereſt 
will be perceived, and will prevail, and will be 
the rule af proceeding adapted by her rulers, 
 Commonwealths, eſpecially. trading ones, are ſel- 
dam inclinable ta enter into war. Fram all 
which it ſeems to he no far-fetched infcnanes, that 
the change of government in France may turn out 
: to the real benefit and advantage of Enrope. Our 
_ Miniſters, .. from their great wiſdom, wanted 
to re-eſtabliſh the former ament, in place 
of labouring to preſerve peace, which the intereſt 
bol this country unqueſtionably. required. If the 
former government was reſtored. in France, thero | 
could be no praſpect that ſhe woyld ever change 
her meaſures, or relinquiſh her former ambitious 
views. . The grandeur of the crown was che al 
_—_— of the French Mi- 
Kg 88 niſters 
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. 
niſters ſeemed to aim at, and which they 


ed as the glory and intereſt of France. In place 
therefore of oppoſing this change of her govern · 
ment, it would appear to bethie intereſt of Europe to 


promote it, ſince her ſituation may be rendered 


better, and her peace and tranquillity become 
much more ſecure by it. An abſolute tyrannical 
government is not perhaps a greater misfortune 
to the people who live under it than it l 
eee Han 5 | 
Ir can afford no iii to July + nw wha ; 
of Miniſters in entering into this war, that the 
French, by their proceedings after the Revolu- 
tion, ſeemed to diſregard all law, and to trample 
upon every thing moſt valuable in ſociety. : Such 
nàn unexpected Revolution could ſcaree happen 
in ſo great and populous a country as France, 
without ſome degree of anarchy, confuſion, and 
diſorder, and a great many cruel and illegal ac- 
tions being committed. But what is all this to 
the purpoſe. The confuſions there might have 
i operated greatly to the advantage of this coun- 5 
try, by ſecuring to us the proſpe& of peace for 
ſome time, the enjoyment of which we could ne- 
ver rely upon while che Monarcy ſubſiſted. It 
muſt have taken a eite time * their 
new 
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5 new government could be ſettled in any | regular | 
form, and the reſpite furniſhed us by their diſſen- 
tions, ſhould have been employed in promoting the 


ſources of our national wealth and power. To 
men of perfect and inflexible integrity, who can 


U 


entertain no conception that any man can be ſo 
unprincipled and profligate, as to bring the great- 
eſt miſery and diſtreſs upon ſo great a nation, 
7 merely to advance their own private views, ſuch 
abandoned conduct muſt appear * of the 


laſt Renta ba PO „ ria 
be Has Hom ed, this: the French. N to 
, away all Monarchical government. It is 


certainly true that they wanted to overturn ab- 


£ 


ſolute Monarchy in France, and likewiſe declared 
their deteſtation of it wherever it was eſtabliſhed. 
But in this reſpect their ſentiments were juſt and 


friendly to the happineſs of mankind. Our Mi- 
niſters, on the. other hand, wanted to re- eſtabliſh 


abſolute Monarchy there, and to ſ ubject twenty 
millions to ſervitude, by which they ſhewed them- 
ſelves to be enemies to the happineſs of mankind; 


and having diſcovered ſuch arbitrary principles, 


9 ought to be conſidered as improper Miniſters 


in a country, the conſtitution of which is found- 
p * e wh liberty 


a * 


Em} 
Tux right of the people to petition We 


was even denied by one Gentleman in the Houſe 
of Commons. It was faid by him, that this pri- 


vilege ought to be confined to legal affemblies z 
| \ that is, to meetings called by an officer or magi - 
iff | ſtrate who is conſtituted by the crown, where mi- 1 : 
_ niſterial influence is likely to provail. It cane: 
| be ſuppoſed 3 that officers will ever ſummon 4 » | 
| | meeting, unleſs they think themſelves able to dic- L 


— 
— 


ail 


tate its reſolutions, and to lead by their influence 
all its deliberations. This is new and uncommon 
doctrine indeed. Every perſon who underſtands 
the principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution, muſt 
aſſert it to be the privilege of the loweſt claſs of 
people to petition Parliament. They have rights 
and privileges belonging to them, as well as the 
men of greateſt rank have; and, if they think 
their immunities are infringed, or their privileges 
are violated in any manner, they are ſurely intitled 
to ſeek redreſs by petition, — 2 
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It, cannot be urged in this caſe, as an argument 
nn favour of the neceſſity of the war, that it was in 
7 | order to prevent the danger of the French republi- 
„ principles ſpreading among the people of this 
iſland. We muſt guard again this danger in the 
| beſt manner we ARE * war, ene 
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| -vingpeace, If che preſent eſtabliſhed Goverument 
was expoſed to any danger from the machinations 


of the Friends of the People, they certainly would 
Have been much more eaſily ſuppreſſed if we hal 


remained in peace. Entering i into war had a ten- 


dency to propagate theſe principles. The fucceſs 
which the French have had in the war might en- 
courage them to expect aid and affiſtance from 


them; which hopes would have been defeated by 
continuing in peate. They have been kept un- 
' ter during the war wich no great difficulty, ana 


certainly this might have been effected with great= 
er facility during peace. The abſurd tenets and 
principles, and unreaſonable views of ſome of 
theſe people, are by no means calculated to Zain 
proſelytes to their opinions. They have rather = 
tendency to bring thoſe who profeſs them into 


Contempt. It is abſurd in the higheſt degree to pre« 
tend that we want liberty under the preſent eſtabliſni- 
ment. Under no Government which ever exiſted 


more liberty ever was or could be enjoyed. It has 


been the ſubject of admiration to every judicious 
and well informed foreigner. No perſon of ſound 


nd; 3 ever conſent to overturn ſuch. 
nment. At the ſame time, as no human 


= infection was ever perfect, every good patriot 
would be incliced to dorrect any defects that may 
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1 
appear in it, or remove any eneroach ments that 
have been made upon its original principles. It 
is impoſſible, I believe, to make any conſtitution 


of government anſwer exactly its original deſign, 


however well framed it may be; but this impoſ- 


| bility proceeds from the imperfection of human | 


nature. If you could find men of ſtrict probity 
and virtuous principles to adminiſter it, our hap- 


pineſs behoved to be much greater. However 


much our civil Conſtitution deſerves to be admi- 


Ted, when its principles are thoroughly under- 


ſtood, yet the body of mankind not being capable 


of deep reſearches, generally judge by their feel- 
ings 3 ; and if they live happy under a govern= . 
ment, become ſincere friends to it. A war ſo 


diametrically oppoſite to the true intereſts of the 


country, and the diſtreſs this has occaſioned, has 


irritated the minds of the people to a great de- 


: gree, and incenſed them againſt the preſent admi- 


niſtration. This has increaſed the number of the 
Friends of the People, and evidently has a ten- 


dency to rivet in their minds the erroneous no- 


tions which they had imbibed concerning our 
Conſtitution. Their paſſions have been raiſed, 


| and their minds exaſperated to an uncommon de- 
gree by an unfortunate war. The bad ſucceſs of 


the war has been W denied by a Gentleman 


* dj 


in che Houſe of Commons, It was even contends 


ed by him, that no war we ever were engaged in 


was diſtinguiſhed by greater ſucceſſes than the 


| preſent, This was a very bold aſſertion for any 
man to make in ſuch an aſſembly. It was no 
great compliment to the underſtandings of his au- 


dience. He certainly might have affirmed with _ 
_ Equal truth, that black was white! The want 
of ſucceſs has been, I believe, greatly owing to 


their exertions having been improperly directed 3 


I mean, in expeditions to the Continent. Had 


the ſims which have been carried to Germany 
and elſewhere, been expended in equipping atma- 
ments by ſea, and employed in naval operations, 
they might perhaps have brought ſome advantage 
to the country, though in no degree equal to, or 
that could in any meaſure compenſate for the 
loſs and damage which the war has occaſioned to 


the coutitry. No perſon, who is , 5 


tached to Miniſtry, but muſt confeſs, that 


* 


groſſeſt errors have been committed in the ma- | 


nagement of it. Not only plans have been con- 


eeived, and attempted to be carried into execu- 


tion, which were really impracticable, but want 
of foreſight has appeared in many of their expe- 


ditions. N otwithſtanding our boaſted ſuperiority 


at Oe: and the inferiority of the French in this 
7 particular, 


[ 42 ] 


particular, they have done much more damage 


and miſchief to our trade, than they could have 
done, had our naval operations been properly 
conducted. The French, it may be ſaid, have 
had more trade during this war, than they could 


have had at preſent, had they been in peace with 
us, if we conſider the conſiderable ſhare they have 


had of our trade by the numerous captures they 
have made. Indeed, the war has been conducted 
by them with much greater ability, whatever. our 
Miniſters may think. They have diſcovered very 


great abilities both in the cabinet and in the 
field. Some of their ſpeeches which have ap- 
peared in print, breathe ſentiments of liberty and 


patriotiſm that would have been received with 
applauſe in the pureſt and moſt claſbcal A ges of . 
Athens and of Rome. 


From the bad 4 of; the war 8 and 
the calamity it has brought on the country, it 
cannot be wondered at that the people of this 
iſland have diſcovered ſome diſcontent with, and 
averſion to the preſent meaſures of adminiſtra 
tion; and their ſentiments, whatever Miniſters 

ma may think, ought to be attended to, as a conſi- 
deration of ſome moment. It is an obſervation 


made by an eminent writer, chat the body of à 


people : 


„„ 


people have juſter views of the public intereſt, 
and purſue them with greater uprightneſs than 
the Nobility and Gentry, who are often turned 
aſide from the right path by hopes and expecta · 
tions, while the common people can have no view 
or wiſh but to promote the general good. 3 


— 
* 


I0o ſum up and conclude this argument, no 
war can in juſtice be accounted neceſſary where 
the eſſential intereſts of the country are not ad- 
vanced in ſome meaſure by it. The eſſential i in- 
tereſts I recken to conſiſt in our commerce, in our 
manufactures, and in leſſening the national debt. 
This laſt is a conſideration of very great impor- 
- tance to a commercial country. If theſe three 
intereſts, in place of being promoted, are mate - 
krially hurt by our entering into the preſent war, 
and if it appear that no national benefit What- 
ever could ariſe from it, it ought to have been 
3 anxiouſly avoided as unneſſary and 1 improper.— 
That the proſperity and happineſs of Britain de- 
pends on theſe three intereſts can admit of no diſ- 
pute. It can as little be diſputed, that theſe in- 
tereſts can never be promoted ſo effectually as in 
time of peace; particularly the national debt can 
only then admit of being diminiſhed,” the i impor- 
tance and neceſſity of which has been too little 
„ attended 


* 


* % p ö 1 , 4 * 


attended to by all our ! 
conſiderations, the continuing the country in 
peace was certainly neceſſary, but was as preju- 
dlelal to our Intereſts to be neceſſarily avoided, 
which was unqueſtionably in the power of our 
Miniſters. To all this may be added, that the 
change of government in France may, and pro- 
Rea 4 ill, turn out to the benefit of Europe, 


* 


which renders the war impolitical. 


% 


